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by Freddie Theodoulou, Science Editor

Where to start? I confess that this column doesn’t
usually get written until just before the press

deadline, but news gets old quickly these days. In
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light of the drama rapidly unfolding around the
UK EU Referendum, most nights I've gone to bed

wondering who would be running the country
in the morning. Maybe we now have an answer
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. Parliamentary Links Day could not have been better timed, providing a forum
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for debate only four days after the vote. Minister of State for Universities and
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London WCTN 2JU Science, Jo Johnson, talked about strategies to minimise the damage and move
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spending, concluding that “Britain is a science superpower and remains open
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S for business” Whilst this was enthusiastically received, access to funding is
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only part of the story. Much was said about the invaluable contributions of

Science Editor: Freddie Theodoulou (Rothamsted) overseas researchers, though Imran Khan, speaking for the British Science
Association, reminded us that in this case, scientists are swimming against the
Editorial Panel: Rob Beynon, Nicola Gray, Kevin Hiom, tide of public opinion. Freedom of movement, valued as essential for a vibrant
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scientific community, is what some Brexiteers voted to curtail.
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British science cannot thrive in isolation. Science is an international

activity, sustained and enlivened by networks of researchers both within
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Society members for publication. Opinions expressed in
signed articles are not necessarily those of the Society.

and beyond Europe. Whilst bureaucratically cumbersome, the EU has
been a major instrument for promoting these networks. In this context,
Donne’s words, though written as meditation on sickness and death, seem
US agent: Air Business Ltd, c/o Worldnet Shipping Inc., particularly apt:
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as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friend’s or of thine own
were: any mans death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind, and
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Indeed, I am grieving about Brexit but what can we do? Talk to the
public, promote inclusion, tolerance and diversity as best we can and- my
refuge always when politics get tough - take heart from the science that
drives and enthuses us. If you'll permit me a slightly strained analogy, no
cell is an island, either, and this issue looks Beyond the Cell, to understand,
fascinate, build and heal.

1. John Donne (1623) Meditation XVII: Devotions upon Emergent Occasions
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