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Recombinant organisms

Field of the invention

The invention relates to transgenic organisms, in particular transgenic microalgae, with
enhanced production of omega-3 long chain polyunsaturated fatty acids, related

methods and uses.

Introduction

Long chain polyunsaturated fatty acids (LC-PUFAs) have a carbon backbone of at least
20 carbons in length and contain multiple double-bond desaturations. Long chain
polyunsaturated fatty acids can be grouped into either an omega-3 (TO-3) or omega-6
(TO- 6) category based on the position of the first double bond from the methyl, or o,

fatty acid terminus.

It is now well established that omega-3 LC-PUFAs, especially eicosapentaenoic acid
(EPA; 20:5 A5,8,11,14,17) and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA; 22:6 A4,7, 10,13,16,19) are
essential constituents of human nutrition and have key roles in growth and
development of infants and children and in maintaining health through their effects on
immune system (Voigt et al., 2000; Calder, 2003). There is growing evidence from
clinical studies that the presence of omega-3 LC-PUFAs in the human diet has
therapeutic effect in conditions such as cardiovascular diseases, obesity, metabolic

syndrome and eczema (Navarro et al.,, 2000; Nugent, 2004; Das, 2002).

Although marine fish is the main dietary source of EPA and DHA, the depletion of fish
stocks and pollution of the marine environment indicate an urgent need for an
alternative and sustainable source of LC-PUFAs. Marine microorganisms are the
primary producers of LC-PUFAs in the aquatic food chain and EPA- and DHA-rich
microalgae have been demonstrated to be a promising alternative source to fish oils for
human consumption. Thus, commercial cultivation of Crypthecodinium cohnii and
Schizochytrium sp. have been successfully developed for DHA production and some
marine microorganisms have demonstrated potential for the industrial production of
EPA (Nannochloropsis species, Phaeodactylum species, Nitzshia spp.) (Harwood and

Guschina, 2009). However, commercial production of highly valuable products like
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omega-3 LC-PUFAs is expensive to maintain and represents a substantial

technological challenge.

One of the approaches to increase the levels of LC-PUFAS is to use acyl-CoA
dependent desaturases (Venegas-Caleron et al., 2010). In recent years, considerable
focus has been placed on engineering higher plants for the production of very long
chain polyunsaturated fatty acids (VLC-PUFAs) in their seed oils. Recently, the
advantages of using an acyl-CoA-dependent A6-desaturase from Ostreococcus tauri
(OtD6) to synthesize LC-PUFAs in transgenic Arabidopsis and Camelina plants have
been demonstrated (Sayanova O., et al, 2012, Ruiz-Lopez N., et al., 2012). These
studies indicate that the first step in the LC-PUFA pathway, the A6-desaturation, is

rate-limiting.

As an alternative way of producing LC-PUFAs, there is increasing interest in the
metabolic engineering of microalgae and genetic modification of algal strains
represents a promising strategy to produce sustainable omega-3 oils. Effective
recombinant engineering of microalgae to produce increased levels of LC-PUFAs for
commercial production would address a global need and microalgae manipulated in
this way would be useful as food additives and animal feed, including aquaculture, to

meet global demand.

Phaeodactylum tricornutum is an unicellular diatom which accumulates up to 30% EPA
and only traces of DHA and is considered a good source for the industrial production of
EPA (Molina Grima et al.,, 1996). The first labelling experiments with [14C]lacetate
suggested that P. tricornutum synthesized EPA de novo by elongation and aerobic
desaturation of fatty acids (Moreno et al., 1979). In pulse-chase experiments Arao and
Yamada have demonstrated that EPA can be synthesized by 4 different routes and that
the preferred route involved intermediates of both omega-6 and omega-3 pathways
(Arao and Yamada, 1994). The majority of the EPA was found in galactolipids as
opposed to neutral lipids such as triacylglycerol (Arao et al., 1987; Yongmanitchai and
Ward, 1993). Recently, the genes encoding the A5- and A6-desaturases involved in
EPA biosynthesis in P. tricornutum have been cloned and characterized (Domergue et
al.,, 2002). It was shown that both desaturases were microsomal enzymes contributing
equally to both pathways and they supported the preferred route acting simultaneously

in omega-6 and omega-3 pathways. This suggests that A6- and A5- desaturation and
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A6- elongation involved in biosynthesis of EPA in P. tricornutum take place in the
endoplasmic reticulum (ER) and newly synthesized EPA is imported after into the
plastids. The presence of only minor amounts of all the intermediates of EPA
biosynthetic pathway indicates that P. tricornutum have developed highly efficient
mechanism towards the accumulation of EPA as a single end-product (Arao and
Yamada, 1994). In several microalgae DHA can be synthesized by the elongation of
EPA to docosapentaenoic acid (DPA; 22:5A7,10, 13, 16, 19) by a specific Ad-elongase,
with DPA then converted to DHA by a A4-desaturase.

The present invention is aimed at mitigating the shortcomings in the production of LC-

PUFAs in various organisms, in particular in algae.

Summary of the invention

The invention generally relates to transgenic organisms, in particular transgenic
microalgae, with enhanced production of LC-PUFAs, in particular omega-3 LC-PUFAs
such as DHA and/or EPA. The transgenic organisms, in particular transgenic
microalgae, express one or more heterologous nucleic acid encoding for a polypeptide
involved in the LC-PUFAs biosynthesis pathway. The invention also relates to methods
for making transgenic organisms, in particular transgenic microalgae, uses of the
transgenic organisms, in particular transgenic microalgae, and methods for increasing
the production of LC-PUFAs, in particular omega-3 LC-PUFAs, more particular DHA
and/or EPA in an organism, in particular microalgae. The invention also relates to
isolated nucleic acids and their uses in methods for the enhanced production of LC-

PUFAs, in particular omega-3 LC-PUFAs, in transgenic organisms.

The inventors have shown that microalgae can be manipulated using recombinant
methods to produce an increased amount of LC-PUFASs, in particular EPA and DHA
using heterologous gene expression. The inventors have surprisingly demonstrated
that heterologous expression of Ad-elongase from Ostreococcus tauri alone results in
increased accumulation of DHA in P. tricornutum with DHA levels in transgenic strains
reaching up to 13% of total fatty acids. The inventors have also shown that
overexpression of OtD6 in P. tricornutum has a positive effect on EPA levels. These
findings provide evidence for the efficacy of expressing heterologous genes and

enhancing the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic pathway through metabolic engineering in
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transgenic microalgae. Furthermore, other organisms that make EPA/DHA, including
animals and plants, can be manipulated in the same way by overexpression of A5-

elongase from Ostreococcus tauri.

Accordingly, in one aspect, the invention relates to a transgenic microalgae with
increased production of one or more omega-3 LC-PUFA. In one embodiment, the
omega-3 LC-PUFA is selected from DHA and/or EPA. In another aspect, the invention
relates to the use of a transgenic microalgae in producing omega-3 LC-PUFASs. In
another aspect, the invention relates to a method for producing transgenic microalgae
with increased omega-3 LC-PUFAs content. In another aspect, the invention relates to
a method for increasing production of one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA in microalgae
comprising

a) introducing and expressing in a microalgae a heterologous nucleic acid,

b) cultivating said microalgae and

c) obtaining said one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA from the transgenic

microalgae.

In another aspect, the invention relates to a method for increasing production of DHA in
microalgae. In another aspect, the invention relates to a method for increasing

production of EPA in microalgae.

The invention also relates to an oil isolated from a microalgae described herein or a
composition comprising a transgenic microalgae described or product therefrom herein

and uses thereof.

In another aspect, the invention relates to a method for making a feedstuff comprising
a) cultivating a transgenic microalgae described herein and

b) obtaining said one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA from the transgenic microalgae.

In another aspect, the invention relates to an isolated nucleic acids comprising SEQ 1D
No. 7 or 9 encoding a A6-desaturase (Ost809A6) comprising SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a
functional variant thereof or a A6-desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at
least 85%, at least 90%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least
99% homology to SEQ ID No. 8 or 10 and uses thereof. The invention also relates to

an isolated nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID No. 15 or 17 encoding a A4-desaturase
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(Ost809A4) comprising SEQ ID No. 16 or 18, a functional variant thereof or a A4-
desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least
95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No.
16 or 18 and uses thereof. In another aspect, the invention relates to an isolated
nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID No. 19 encoding A6-elongase (FCEL06) comprising
SEQ ID No. 20, a functional variant thereof or a A6-elongase that has at least 75%, at
least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least
98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20 and an isolated nucleic acid comprising
SEQ ID No. 21 encoding Ad-desaturase comprising SEQ ID No. 22, a functional
variant thereof or a A 8-desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at
least 90%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99%
homology to SEQ ID No. 22 and uses thereof.

In another aspect, the invention relates to the use of an isolated nucleic described
herein in increasing the production of omega-3 LC-PUFAs, in particular DHA and/or

EPA, in microalgae or higher plants.

Further, the invention relates to a transgenic organism, preferably a microalgae, with

increased DHA levels expressing a heterologous A 3-elongase.

Figures

The invention is further described in the following non-limiting figures.

Fig. 1. EPA content in WT and transgenic P. tricornutum expressing O.tauri A6
desaturase under different growth conditions at two different growth stages: a) 20°C 60
untol photons m-2s-" . b) 20°C 25 pmiol photons m-2s-" .c) 18°C 25 pniol photons m-2s-
Fig. 2a. Total fatty acid composition of WT and transgenic P. tricornutum cells
expressing OtElo5 during the exponential (E) and stationary (S) phases. Cultures were
grown at 20°C under constant illumination 60 uniol photons. m2 s with agitation. Each
value represents the mean + SD of 3 separate experiments.

b. EPA< DPA and DHA content in WT and transgenic P. tricornutum expressing
OtElo5. Cultures were grown at 20°C 60 uniol m-2s-1 under constant agitation at 70
rpm. Each measurement is the average of 3 biological replicates.

Fig. 3. The acyl-CoA profiles of WT (A) and transgenic P. tricornutum expressing the
Ostreococcus Elo5 (B). The accumulation of LC-PUFA acyl-CoAs in B is boxed with a
dotted line. The internal standard (istd) is 17:00 acyl-CoA.
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Fig. 4. EPA and DHA content in the total FA extracts of WT and transgenic OtElo5 P.
tricornutum cells.

Fig. 5A. The distribution of TAG species from WT and transgenic P. tricornutum at
stationary phase of growth.

Fig. 5B. The distribution of TAG species from WT and transgenic P. tricornutum at
different stages of growth.

Fig. 6. The distribution of DHA in TAG species from WT and transgenic P.tricornutum
expressing OtElo5 at different stages of the growth cycle: A-DHA in specific TAGs; B-
% of TAG containing DHA.

Fig. 7. Omega-3 PUFA biosynthetic pathway (schematic representation).

Fig. 8. Expression of Ost809A6-desaturase in transgenic yeast in the presence of the
exogenous substrate 18:3n-3 (ALA). (BPX72 column). Note the conversion of ALA to
the higher unsaturated form (SDA - arrowed). No conversion occurs with yeast strains
containing the empty vector (pYES2 - C), and only when the expression of the Ost809
desaturase is induced by the addition of galactose (Gal +; B)

Fig. 9. Functional characterization of Ost809A6 in yeast (BPX72 column). Yeast cells
supplemented with LA and ALA. Expression of Ostreococcus 809 A6 in yeast,
supplemented with both 18:2 (LA) and 18:3 (ALA). Note the specific conversion of ALA,
but not LA, to a higher unsaturated. No conversion occurs with yeast strains containing
the empty vector (pYES2 - C), and only when the expression of the Ost809 desaturase
is induced by the addition of galactose (Gal +; B)

Fig. 10. FAMEs profile of transgenic yeast expressing Ost809A4 desaturase in the
presence of DPA (C22:5n-3). Expression of Ostreococcus 809 A4 in yeast cells
supplemented with exogenous 22:5 (DPA). Note the conversion of 22:5n-3 to the
higher unsaturated form (22:6n-3; DHA - arrowed). No conversion occurs with yeast
strains containing the empty vector (pYES2 - C), and only when the expression of the
Ost809 D4 desaturase is induced by the addition of galactose (Gal +; B). NB. These
C22 PUFAs are best resolved on a HP1 GC column - in this case, the
(poly)unsaturated fatty acids eluted earlier than less saturated forms - this is the
inverse compared to BPX72 column used above

Fig. 11. FAMEs profile of transgenic yeast expressing FcElo6 (BPX72 column). Yeast
were supplemented with 18:3n-6 (GLA). Expression of Fragilariopsis cylindrus Elo6 in
yeast cells supplemented with exogenous 18:3 (GLA). Note the conversion of 18:3 ALA

to the elongated form 20:3n-3 (arrowed). No conversion occurs with yeast strains



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2014/053821 PCT/GB2013/052553

7

containing the empty vector (pYES2 - C), and only when the expression of the
Fragilariopsis Elo6 is induced by the addition of galactose (Gal +; B).

Fig. 12. Phylogenetic tree showing relationship between n-3 specific Ost809A6
desaturase and other A6-desaturases.

Fig. 13. Expression of FcElo6 resulted in increase of DHA levels up to 14-17%. GC-MS
analysis of total FA profiles from Pt cells expressing FcEIlo6.

Fig. 14. Schematic representation of vector system pPTOS2.

Figure 15. Co-expression of two heterologous omega-3 LC-PUFA biosynthetic
activities in P. tricornutum. Fatty acid composition of Pt WT, pPh0OS2.1 (expressing
OtElo5) and pPh0S2.2 (expressing OtD6Pt and OtElo5) cells during the S phase of
growth at 16°C and 20°C. Values are the average of three experiments (+/- standard
error).

Fig. 16. Fatty acid composition of pPhOS_ Ppglut (expressing OtElo5 and Ppglucose
transporter) cells during the S phase of growth at 20°C, 100 uniol m-2s-lunder constant
agitation at 70 rpm. N=1.

Fig. 17. Fatty acid composition of pPhOS_ Hsglut (expressing OtElo5 and human
glucose transporter) cells during the S phase of growth at 20°C, 100 uniol m-2s-lunder
constant agitation at 70 rpm. N=1.

Fig. 18. Growth of Wt and pPhOS_Ppglut Pt cells in the dark.

Detailed description

The present invention will now be further described. In the following passages, different
aspects of the invention are defined in more detail. Each aspect so defined may be
combined with any other aspect or aspects unless clearly indicated to the contrary. In
particular, any feature indicated as being preferred or advantageous may be combined

with any other feature or features indicated as being preferred or advantageous.

The practice of the present invention will employ, unless otherwise indicated,
conventional techniques of microbiology, tissue culture, molecular biology, chemistry,
biochemistry and recombinant DNA technology, which are within the skill of the art.

Such techniques are explained fully in the literature.

The invention relates to the genetic manipulation of the fatty acid biosynthetic pathway

in microalgae. In particular, the invention relates to methods for increasing the
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production of LC-PUFAs, in particular omega-3 LC-PUFAs, for example one of more

omega-3 LC-PUFA in an organism, in particular in microalgae.

Polyunsaturated fatty acids can be classified into two major families, depending on the
position (n) of the first double bond nearest the methyl end of the fatty acid carbon
chain. Thus, the omega-6 fatty acids (TO-6) have the first unsaturated double bond six
carbon atoms from the omega (methyl) end of the molecule and additionally have a
total or two or more double bonds, with each subsequent unsaturation occurring 3
additional carbon atoms toward the carboxyl end of the molecule. In contrast, the
omega-3 fatty acids (w-3) have the first unsaturated double bond three carbon atoms
away from the omega end of the molecule and additionally have a total of three or
more double bonds with each subsequent unsaturation occurring 3 additional carbon

atoms towards the carboxyl end of the molecule.

Table | summarizes the common names of omega-3 fatty acids and the abbreviations

that will be used throughout the specification:

Table |

Common Name Abbreviation Shorthand notation
oleic acid OA 1812

Linoleic acid LA 1828912
y-Linolenic acid GLA 18:346:912
di-homo y-linolenic acid DGLA 20:3%%11.14
Arachidonic acid ARA 20:4>811.14

a- linolenic acid ALA 18;3291215
stearidonic acid SDA 18:47691215
eicosatetraenoic acid ETA 20:4%8. 111417
eicosapentaenoic acid EPA 20:5%°8. 111417
docosapentaenoic acid DPA 22:54710.13.16.19
docosahexaenoic acid DHA 22:6 44110131619

There are a number of enzymes that are involved in the omega-3 PUFA biosynthetic

pathway as shown in figure 7. These include desaturases and elongases.
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A variety of genes involved in oil production have been identified through genetic

means in different organisms and the DNA sequences of some of these genes are

publicly available. Non-limiting examples are shown below:

Accession No.

AY131238
Y0551 18
AY0551 17
AF296076
AF007561
L11421

NM_031344

AF465283,
AF465282
AF419296
AB052086

AJ250735
AF126799
AF126798
AF199596,
AF320509
ABO072976
AF489588
AJ510244

AF419297
AF07879

AF067654
AB022097

AF489589.1

AY332747
AAG36933

Description

Argania spinosa A6-desaturase

Echium pitardii var. pitardii AB-desaturase

Echium gentianoides AB-desaturase

Mucor rouxii A6-desaturase

Borago officinalis A6-desaturase

Synechocystis sp A6-desaturase

Rattus norvegicus A6 fatty acid desaturase

Moritierella alpine A6 fatty acid desaturase

Moritierella isabellina A6 fatty acid desaturase

Pythium irregulare A6 fatty acid desaturase

Mucor circinelloides D6d mRNA for A6 fatty acid
desaturase

Ceratodon purpureus mRNA forA6 fatty acid desaturase
Homo sapiens A6 fatty acid desaturase

Mus musculus A6 fatty acid desaturase

Homo sapiens A5 desaturase

Rattus norvegicus liver A5 desaturase

Mus musculus D5D mRNA for A5 desaturase
Thraustochytrium sp. ATCC21685 A5 desaturase
Phytophthora megasperma mRNA for A5 fatty acid
desaturase

Pythium irregulare A5 fatty acid desaturase
Caenorhabditis elegans A5 fatty acid desaturase
Mortierella alpina A5 fatty acid desaturase

Dictyostelium discloideum mRNA for A5 fatty acid
desaturase

Thraustochytrium sp. ATcc21685 A4 fatty acid
desaturase

Pavlova lutheri A4 fatty acid desaturase (desl) mRNA

Emericella nidulans oleate A 12 desaturase
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AF1 105009, Mortierella alpina A 12 fatty acid desaturase mRNA
AAL13300 Mortierella alpina A 12 fatty acid desaturase mRNA
AF417244 Mortierella alpine ATCC 16266 A 12 fatty acid desaturase
AF161219 Mucor rouxii A 12 desaturase mRNA
X86736 S Piruline platensis A 12 desaturase
AF240777 Caenorhabdtitis elegans A 12 desaturase
ABO007640 Chlamydomonas reinhardtii A 12 desaturase
AB075526 Chorella vulgaris A 12 desaturase
AP002063 Arabidopsis thaliana microsomal A 12 desaturase
NP_441622, Synechocystis sp. PCC6803 A 15 desaturase
AAL36934 Perilla frutescens A 15 desaturase

All references to sequence IDs herein are specifically incorporated by reference.

Additionally, the patent literature provides many additional DNA sequences of genes
(and/or details concerning several of the genes above and their methods of isolation)
involved in polyunsaturated fatty acid production (see, for example: U.S. Pat. No.
5,968,809 (Ad-desaturases); U.S. Pat No. 5,972,664 and U.S. Pat. No. 6,075,183 (A5
desaturases); WO 91/13972 and U.S. Pat. No. 5,057,419 (A9-desaturases); WO
93/1 1245 (Al5-desaturases); WO 94/1 1516. U.S. Pat. No. 5,443,974 and WO
03/099216 (Al2-desaturases); U.S. 2003/0196217 A1 (Al7-desaturase); WO
02/090493 (A4-desaturases); and WO 00/12720 and U.S. 2002/0139974A1

(elongases)).

The term "desaturases" as used herein refers to a polypeptide component of a multi-
enzyme complex that can desaturate, i.e. introduce a double bond in one or more fatty
acids to produce a mono- or polyunsaturated fatty acid or precursor of interest. Some
desaturates have activity on two or more substrates. It may be desirable to empirically
determine the specificity of a fatty acid desaturase by transforming a suitable host with
the gene for the fatty acid desaturase and determining its effect on the fatty acid profile
of the host. Nucleic acids that encode for desaturases are isolated from various
organisms can be used according to the various aspects of the invention and

examples are described herein, including Ostreococcus sp.
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Desaturases include omega-3-desaturase, A®6-desaturase, Ad-desaturase, A12-

desaturase, Al19-desaturase, Al7-desaturase and A4-desaturase.

The term "elongase" as used herein refers to a polypeptide that can elongate a fatty
acid carbon chain to produce an acid two carbons longer than the fatty acid substrate
that the elongase acts upon. Nucleic acids that encode for elongases isolated from
various organisms can be used according to the various aspects of the invention and

examples are described herein, including Ostreococcus sp.

Examples of reactions catalyzed by elongase systems are the conversion of GLA to
DGLA, SDA to ETA, ARA to DTA and EPA to DPA. In general, the substrate selectivity
of elongases is somewhat broad but segregated by both chain length and the degree

and type of unsaturation.

For example, a C14/16 elongase will utilize a C14 substrate (e.g., myristic acid), a
C16/18 elongase will utilize a C16 substrate (e.g., palmitate), a C18/20 elongase will
utilize a C18 substrate (e.g., GLA, SDA, LA, ALA) and a C20/22 elongase (also
referred to as a Ad-elongase) will utilize a C20 substrate (e.g., ARA, EPA).

Since some elongases have broad specificity, a single enzyme may be capable of
catalyzing several elongase reactions (e.g., thereby acting as both a C16/18 elongase
and C18/20 elongase). It may be desirable to empirically determine the specificity of a
fatty acid elongase by transforming a suitable host with the gene for the fatty acid

elongase and determining its effect on the fatty acid profile of the host.

Elongases include A6-, A5- and A9-elongases. Ad-elongase is not generally viewed as
rate limiting in the production of DHA and it is generally assumed that the first step in

the LC-PUFA pathway, the D6-saturation, is rate-limiting.

Embodiments of the invention relating to the production of omega-3 LC-PUFAs in
transgenic microalgae are described below. A skilled person would understand that
these embodiments are not limited to transgenic microalgae, but can be applied to
other organisms to produce omega-3 LC-PUFAs. The organism may be an animal, for
example a mammal. In one embodiment, humans are specifically excluded. In another

embodiment, the organism is a plant, for example a crop plant.
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In a first aspect, the invention relates to a transgenic microalgae with increased
production of omega-3 LC-PUFAs, for example one or more omega-3 LC-PUFA or total
omega-3 LC-PUFA content. According to the various aspects of the invention, the
omega-3 LC-PUFAs may be selected from SDA, ETA, EPA, DPA or DHA. In one
embodiment, the omega-3 LC-PUFAs is DHA. In another embodiment, the omega-3
fatty acid is EPA.

According to the various aspects of the invention described herein, the increase in the
production of DHA or EPA is measured as an individual content of different omega-3
LC-PUFAs in total fatty acids (TFA). In other words, the increase is measured as a
percentage of the total fatty acid content. Preferably, the increase is at least 2%, 3%,
4%, 5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9%, 10%, 11%, 12%, 13%, 14%, 15% or more compared to a

control microalgae (mol %).

In one embodiment, the omega-3 LC-PUFAs is DHA. In the transgenic microalgae of
the invention, the DHA content is increased by at least 1%, 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6%, 7%,
8%, 9%, 10%, 11%, 12%, 13%, 14%, 15% or more compared to a control microalgae.
In one embodiment, the omega-3 LC-PUFAs is DHA. In the transgenic microalgae of
the invention, the DHA content is at least 2, at least 3, at least 4, at least 5, at least 6,
at least 7, at least 8, at least 9 or at least 10 fold higher than in a control microalgae.

Preferably, the total DHA content is at least 10% of the total fatty acid content (mol %).

In another embodiment, the omega-3 LC-PUFAs is EPA. In the transgenic microalgae
according to the various aspects of the invention, the EPA content is increased by at
least 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9%, 10%, 11%, 12%, 13%, 14%, 15%. Preferably,

the total EPA content is at least 20% of the total fatty acid content (mol %).

According to the various aspects of the invention, the total fatty acid content, LC-
PUFAs content, omega-3 LC-PUFAs content or the content of individual fatty acids
such as DHA is increased compared to a control microalgae. A control microalgae as
used herein is a microalgae which has not been modified according to the methods of
the invention. Accordingly, the control microalgae has not been genetically modified to
express a hucleic acid as described herein to alter LC-PUFA content. In one

embodiment, the control microalgae is a wild type microalgae. In another embodiment,
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the control microalgae is a microalgae that does not carry a transgene according to the
methods described herein, but expresses a different transgene. The control microalgae

is typically of the same algae species.

The term "total fatty acids content" herein refers to the sum of all cellular fatty acids that
can be derivitized to fatty acid methyl esters by the base transesterification method in a
given sample (known as the art, for example as described in Sayanova et al., (1997);
Sayanova et al., (2003) FEBS Lett. 2003 May 8;542(1-3):100-4).

According to the various aspects of the invention, the increase is measured in the

stationary phase.

According to the various aspects of the invention, the term microalgae encompasses all
microalgae which have the capacity to make LC-PUFAs. The algae may be a

heterotrophic or autothrophic algae.

A skilled person would know that the term "microalgae" includes unicellular,
photosynthetic microorganisms from several distinct biological groups, comprising, for
example, eukaryotic chlorophyta, rhodophyta, heterokont, haptophyta divisions of algae

and prokaryotic cyanobacteria.

EPA has been found in a wide variety of marine microalgae including in the classes
Bacillariophyceae (diatoms), Chlorophyceae, Chrysophyceae, Cryptophyceae,
Eustigamatophyceae and Prasinophyceae (see Table 1I). Accordingly, according to the
various aspects of the invention, the microalgae may be selected from these orders,

classes or species.

According to the various aspects of the invention, the microalgae may be selected from

a microalgae listed in Table 1.

Table 1I: Proportions of PUFAs in marine microalgae

*Emiliania huxleyhs the now accepted name for Coccolithus huxleyi
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Omega-3 LC-PUFAs (% of Total Fatty acids)

Mircoalgae sp. | EPA DHA References
(Order/class/sp.)

Chlorophyta (green algae)

Chlorophyceae

Chlorella minutissima 45.0 - Seto et al., (1984)

Prasinophyceae

Ostreococcus tauri 2.0 12.0 Wagner M. et al., (2010)
Ostreococcus lucimarinus 2.1 3.8 Ahmann et al., (201 1)
Hetermastrix rotundra 28 7 Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Haptophyta
Pavlovophyceae

11.6 9.1 Tonon et al., (2002)

Pavlova lutheri

Prymnesiophyceae

Isochrysis galbana

22.6 8.4 Molina Grima et al., (1995)
Emilinaia huxleyi * 17 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Cryptophyceae
Cryptomonadaceae
Cryptomonas maculate 17 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Chromonas sp. 12 6.6 Renaud et al., (1999)
Cryptomonas sp. 16 10 Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Rhodomonas sp. 8.7 4.6 Renaud et al., (1999)
Heterokont

Bacillariophyceae (diatoms)
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Asterionella japonica 20 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Amphora coffeaformis 1.39 0.39 Renaud et al., (1999)
Biddulphia sinensis 24.0 1.0 Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Chaetoceros sp. 16.7 0.8 Renaud et al., (1999)
Cylindrotheca fusiformis 18.8 - Tan and Johns, (1996)
Fragilaria pinnata 6.8 1.0 Renaud et al., (1999)
Nitzchia angularis 21 - Kyle et al., (1992)
Navicula incerta 25.2 - Tan and Johns, (1996)
Navicula pelliculosa 9.4 - Tan and Johns, (1996)
Navicula saprophila 16.0 - Kitano et al., (1997)
Nitzschia closterium 15.2 - Renaud et al., (1994)
Nitzschia frustulum 23.1 - Renaud et al., (1994)
Nitzschia laevis 19.1 - Wen and Chen, (2001)
Phaeodactylum tricornutum 345 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1991)
Skeletonema costatum 29.2 3.4 Blanchemain and Grizeau,
Thalassiosira pseudonana 12.2 - (1999)

Tonon et al., (2002)
Chrysophyceae (golden algae)
Monochrysis lutheri 19 - Yongmanitchai and Ward,

(1989); Kyle, (1992)
Pseudopedinella sp. 27 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Crisosphaera carterae 20 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
C.elongate 28 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Eustigmatophyceae
Nannochloropsis salina 15 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Nannochloropsis sp. 35 - Sukenik, (1991)
Nannochloris sp. 27 - Yongmanitchai and Ward, (1989)
Monodus subterraneus 32.9 - Quiang et al., (1997)

In one embodiment, autotrophic microalgae which are as the primary producers of
PUFAs are preferred. For example, the microalgae may be selected from

Phaeodactylum, Nannochloropsis, Thraustochytrium or Schizochytrium. Other genera
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include Spirulina, Dunaliella, Chlorella, Thalassiosira, Isochrysis, Porphyridium,

Nannochloropsis, Pavlova, Chaetoceros, Crypthecodinium, Fraigilariopsi and Nitzshia.

For example, the microalgae may be selected from Chaetoceros calcitrans, Isochrysis
galbana, Pavlova lutheri, Pseudoisochrysis paradoxa, Tetraselmis suecica and
Skeletonema costatum, Nannochloropsis oculata, Thalassiosira pseudonana, Pavlova
lutheria, Porphyridium irregular, Crypthecodinium cohnii, Porphyridium purpureum and

Porphyridium omentum.

In one embodiment, the microalgae is a diatom. Diatoms are brown algae found
throughout marine and freshwater ecosystems that are responsible for around 20% of
global primary productivity. A defining feature of diatoms is their ornately patterned
silicified cell wall (known as frustule), which display species-specific nanoscale-

structures.

The diatom may be a centric diatoms or a pennate diatom. In one embodiment, the
diatom belongs to the order of Naviculales. In one embodiment, the diatom is P.
tricornutum or Thalassiosira pseudonana. In a preferred embodiment, the diatom is P.
tricornutum. In another embodiment, the diatom is Fragilariopsis sp. for example

Fragilariopsis cylindrus.

A skilled person would understand that the aspects of the invention are not limited to P.
tricornutum. Indeed, a skilled person would understand that the invention can be

applied to any microalgae that has the capacity to synthesise EPA and/or DHA.

The transgenic microalgae according to the various aspects of the invention expresses
one or more heterologous transgenes which encode for one or more nucleic acid
involved in the biosynthesis of LC-PUFAs. "Heterologous” with respect to sequence
means a sequence that originates from a foreign species, or, if from the same species,
is substantially modified from its native form in composition and/or genomic locus by
deliberate human intervention. The heterologous transgene is preferably derived or
isolated from a microalgae. In one embodiment, the heterologous transgene is derived
or isolated from Prasinophyceae, for example Ostreococcus sp. Sequences of
heterologous transgenes may be modified to be codon optimised for expression in the
target organism. Thus, the invention relates to transgenic organisms obtained through

recombinant methods.
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For example, the heterologous transgene may encode for one or more of a A15-
desaturase, a A6-desaturase, a Ad-desaturase, a A4-desaturase, a Al2-desaturase, a

Ad-elongase, AB-elongase or combinations thereof.

In one embodiment, the transgenic microalgae expresses a heterologous nucleic acid
encoding a Ad-elongase. Thus, in one aspect, the invention relates to a transgenic
microalgae expressing a nucleic acid encoding a Ad-elongase. For example, the
transgenic microalgae expresses a nucleic acid encoding a Ad-elongase, but does not
express any other transgene encoding for a polypeptide involved in the regulation of
the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic pathway. In other embodiments, the transgenic microalgae
expresses a nucleic acid encoding a Ad-elongase and one or more additional
heterologous transgene involved in the regulation of the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic
pathway, for example a A6-desaturase such as OtD6 as shown in example 4. Thus,
embodiments where nucleic acids encoding a Ad-elongase and a A6-desaturase are
co-expressed are specifically part of the invention. Ad-elongases and A6-desaturases

are as defined herein.

In one embodiment, the transgenic microalgae described herein co-expresses a
heterologous nucleic acid which is not involved in the regulation of the LC-PUFAs
biosynthetic pathway, for example a glucose transporter gene as shown in example &
together with a heterologous nucleic acid involved in the regulation of the LC-PUFAs
biosynthetic pathway such as OiElod. As shown in the example, a vector can be used
allowing co-expression of two heterologous nucleic acids involved in the regulation of
different traits - one for omega-3s, and one which allows the alga to be grown in the
dark, by the expression of a glucose transporter. If the cells are then provided with an
exogenous carbon source such as glucose, they can grow in the dark. Thus, in one
embodiment, an exogenous carbon source such as glucose is provided when culturing
algae expressing a gene involved in the regulation of the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic
pathway such as OiElod and a glucose reporter. Examples of nucleic acids that can be
used according to the invention encoding a glucose reporter are shown in SEQ ID No.
23 and SEQ ID No. 256. Respective peptides are shown in SEQ ID No. 24 and SEQ ID
No. 26.
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As used herein, the words "nucleic acid", "nucleic acid sequence”, "nucleotide", or
"polynucleotide” are intended to include DNA molecules (e.g. cDNA or genomic DNA),
RNA molecules (e.g., mRNA), natural occurring, mutated, synthetic DNA or RNA
molecules, and analogs of the DNA or RNA generated using nucleotide analogs. It can
be single-stranded or double-stranded. Such nucleic acids or polynucleotides include,
but are not limited to, coding sequences of structural genes, anti-sense sequences,
and non-coding regulatory sequences that do not encode mRNAs or protein products.
These terms also encompass a gene. The term "gene" or "gene sequence" is used
broadly to refer to a DNA nucleic acid associated with a biological function. Thus,
genes may include introns and exons as in genomic sequence, or may comprise only a
coding sequence as in cDNAs, and/or may include cDNAs in combination with
regulatory sequences. In one embodiment of the various aspects of the invention,
cDNA sequences synthetic (deduced) open reading frames, analogous to cDNA are

preferred.

For the purposes of the invention, "transgenic”, "transgene" or "recombinant” means
with regard to, for example, a nucleic acid sequence, an expression cassette, gene
construct, a vector or an autonomous replicating element such as an atrtificial
chromosome comprising the nucleic acid sequence or an organism transformed with
the nucleic acid sequences, expression cassettes or vectors according to the invention,

all those constructions brought about by recombinant methods in which either

(a) the nucleic acid sequences encoding proteins useful in the methods of the
invention, or
(b) genetic control sequence(s) which is operably linked with the nucleic acid

sequence according to the invention, for example a promoter, or

(c) a) and b)

are not located in their natural genetic environment or have been modified by
recombinant methods, such as mutagenesis, it being possible for the modification to
take the form of, for example, a substitution, addition, deletion, inversion or insertion of
one or more nucleotide residues. The natural genetic environment is understood as
meaning the natural genomic or chromosomal locus in the original microalgae or the

presence in a genomic library.

A transgenic microalgae for the purposes of the invention is thus understood as

meaning a microalgae which comprises within its nuclear and or plastidial genome a
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heterologous polynucleotide. The heterologous polynucleotide is preferably stably
integrated within the genome such that the polynucleotide is passed on to successive
generations. The heterologous polynucleotide may be integrated into the genome

alone or as part of a recombinant DNA construct.

In the context of the present invention, a Ad-elongase catalyzes the conversion of EPA
to DPA. Thus, any nucleic acid that encodes a Ad-elongase that catalyzes the
conversion of EPA to DPA may be used according to the various aspects of the
invention as a transgene. In one embodiment, the Ad-elongase used in the present
invention is derived or isolated from Ostreococcus, preferably Ostreococcus tauri.
Preferably, the A5-elongase is OiElod derived or isolated from Ostreococcus tauri. In
one embodiment, the transgenic microalgae according to the invention expresses a
nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID No. 1, a functional variant thereof or a sequence that
encodes for a Ad-elongase wherein said elongase has at least 60%, at least 66%, at
least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least
90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%,
at least 97%, at least 98% or at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 2. In a preferred
embodiment, the microalgae is P. triconutum and the nucleic acid encodes a Ab5-

elongase comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 2.

A functional variant as used according to the aspects of the invention is a biologically
active variant. For example, a biologically active variant of SEQ ID No. 1 is a nucleic
acid sequence, which, when expressed in a microalgae such as P. tricornutum,
increases production of DHA. The term variant includes sequences which have been
altered for codon optimisation for expression in the target organism for example for

expression in P. tricornutum.

Thus, it is understood, as those skilled in the art will appreciate, that the aspects of the
invention, which use certain polynucleotides including the methods and uses,
encompasses more than the sequence specified, but also include alterations in the
peptide that do not affect the biological function. For example, alterations in a nucleic
acid fragment which result in the production of a chemically equivalent amino acid at a
given site, but do not affect the functional properties of the encoded polypeptide, are
well known in the art. For example, a codon for the amino acid alanine, a hydrophobic

amino acid, may be substituted by a codon encoding another less hydrophobic residue,
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such as glycine, or a more hydrophobic residue, such as valine, leucine, or isoleucine.
Similarly, changes which result in substitution of one negatively charged residue for
another, such as aspartic acid for glutamic acid, or one positively charged residue for
another, such as lysine for arginine, can also be expected to produce a functionally
equivalent product. Nucleotide changes which result in alteration of the N-terminal and
C-terminal portions of the polypeptide molecule would also not be expected to alter the
activity of the polypeptide. Each of the proposed modifications is well within the routine
skill in the art, as is determination of retention of biological activity of the encoded

products.

In one embodiment, the said nucleic acid according to the various aspects of the

invention is operably linked to a regulatory sequence.

The terms "regulatory element” is used interchangeably herein with "control sequence”
and "promoter" and all terms are to be taken in a broad context to refer to regulatory
nucleic acid sequences capable of effecting expression of the sequences to which they
are ligated. The term "promoter" typically refers to a nucleic acid control sequence
located upstream from the transcriptional start of a gene and which is involved in
recognising and binding of RNA polymerase and other proteins, thereby directing
transcription of an operably linked nucleic acid. Encompassed by the aforementioned
terms are transcriptional regulatory sequences derived from a classical eukaryotic
genomic gene (including the TATA box which is required for accurate transcription
initiation, with or without a CCAAT box sequence) and additional regulatory elements
(i.e. upstream activating sequences, enhancers and silencers) which alter gene
expression in response to developmental and/or external stimuli, or in a tissue- specific
manner. Also included within the term is a transcriptional regulatory sequence of a
classical prokaryotic gene, in which case it may include a -35 box sequence and/or -10
box transcriptional regulatory sequences. The term ‘“regulatory element” also
encompasses a synthetic fusion molecule or derivative that confers, activates or

enhances expression of a nucleic acid molecule in a cell, tissue or organ.

Suitable promoters are identified in the examples. For example, if the microalgae is P.
tricornutum, the promoter may be the P. tricornutum promoter fcpA. However, a skilled

person would understand that other promoters can also be used. For example, suitable
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promoters may also be selected from inducible promoters which respond to specific

environmental or chemical stimuli.

The term "operably linked" as used herein refers to a functional linkage between the
promoter sequence and the gene of interest, such that the promoter sequence is able

to initiate transcription of the gene of interest.

The transgene may be part of a vector which, in addition to one or more regulatory
sequences also comprises selection markers. These are known in the art.
Transformation of microalgae may be carried out by standard procedures known in the

art, for example by particle bombardment or electroporation.

The transgenic microalgae expressing a nucleic acid encoding a Ad-elongase is
characterised by an increase in DHA and DPA compared to a control microalgae. In
particular, the increase, as measured as a percentage of the total fatty acid content is
at least 2, at least 3, at least 4, at least 5, at least 6, at least, at least 8, at least 9 or at
least 10 fold higher than in a control microalgae. Specifically, the DHA content is at
least 2, at least 3, at least 4, at least 5, at least 6, at least, at least 8, at least 9 or at
least 10 fold higher than in a control microalgae. Preferably, the total DHA content is at
least 10% of the total LC-PUFAs content (%mol). In one embodiment, the transgenic
microalgae expressing a nucleic acid encoding a Ad-elongase does not express a
second transgene encoding for another polypeptide involved in the regulation of the

LC-PUFAs pathway, preferably in the regulation of the omega-3 LC-PUFAs pathway.

In one embodiment of the various aspects of the invention, the transgenic microalgae
expressing a heterologous nucleic acid encoding a Ad-elongase may further express
one or more additional heterologous nucleic acid encoding for one or more polypeptide
involved in the regulation of the LC-PUFAs pathway, preferably in the regulation of the
omega-3 LC-PUFAs pathway. In other words, the transgenic microalgae comprises
one or more further transgene encoding for one or more polypeptide involved in the
regulation of the LC-PUFAs pathway. The polypeptide is preferably selected from any
desaturase or elongase involved in the omega-3 PUFA biosynthetic pathway as shown
in figure 7. Any combination of desaturase and elongase may also be used. Thus, the

nucleic acid may encode for one or more of a Ai5-desaturase, a A6-desaturase, a A5-
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desaturase, a Ad4-desaturase, a A6-desaturase, a Ad-elongase, A6-elongase or

combinations thereof.

In one embodiment, the nucleic acid encodes a A6-desaturase. In the context of the
present invention, a A6-desaturase catalyzes the conversion of ALA to SDA and also
LA to GLA. A6-Desaturases are described in WO 93/06712, US 5,614, 393, US
5614393, WO 96/21022, WO 02/1557 and WO 99/271 11 and their application to
production in transgenic organisms is also described, e.g. in WO 98/46763, WO
98/46764 and WO 98/46765. In one embodiment, the Ad&-desaturase used in the
present invention is derived or isolated from Ostreococcus, preferably OtD6 from
Ostreococcus tauri (Domergue et al (2005), AY746357). In one embodiment, the
nucleic acid comprises SEQ ID No. 3 or 5 and encodes a 6A-desaturase comprising or
consisting of SEQ ID No. 4 or 6, a functional variant thereof or a polypeptide that
encodes for a 6A-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least
65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least
919%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%,
at least 98% or at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 4 or 6.

In another embodiment, the A6-desaturase is from the microalgae Ostreococcus RCC
809. Preferably, the nucleic acid comprises SEQ ID No. 7 or 9 and encodes a 6A-
desaturase from the microalgae Ostreococcus RCC 809 comprising or consisting of
SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a functional variant thereof or a sequence that encodes for a 6A-
desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least
70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%,
at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98% or at

least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 8 or 10.

In another embodiment, the nucleic acid encodes for a A4-desaturase. According to the
various aspects of the invention, a A4-desaturase may be derived or isolated from E.
huxleyi. Thus, in one embodiment, the nucleic acid comprises SEQ ID No. 11 encoding
a A4-desaturase comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 12, a functional variant
thereof or a A4-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least
65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least
919%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%,
at least 98% or at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 12.
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In another embodiment, the Ad-desaturase is derived or isolated from T. pseudonana.
Thus, in one embodiment, the nucleic acid comprises SEQ ID No. 13 encoding a A4-
desaturase comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 14, a functional variant thereof or a
A4d-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least
70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%,
at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98% or at

least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 14.

In another embodiment, the A4-desaturase is derived or isolated from Ostreococcus
RCC809. In one embodiment, the nucleic acid comprises SEQ ID No. 15 or 17
encoding a A4-desaturase comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 16 or 18, a
functional variant thereof or a A4-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at
least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least
90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%,
at least 97%, at least 98% or at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 16 or 18.

In another embodiment, a A6-elongase is from Fragilariopsis cylindrus. In one
embodiment, the nucleic acid comprises SEQ ID No 19 encoding a A6-elongase
comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 20, a functional variant thereof or a A6-
elongase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%,
at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at
least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98% or at

least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20.

In another embodiment, a Ad-desaturase is from Fragilariopsis cylindrus. In one
embodiment, the nucleic acid comprises SEQ ID No 21 encoding a Ad-desaturase
comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 22, a functional variant thereof or a A6-
elongase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%,
at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at
least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98% or at

least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 22.
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In another aspect, the transgenic microalgae of the invention expresses a heterologous
nucleic acid encoding a A6-desaturase, a Ad-desaturase, a A4-desaturase, A6-

elongase or combinations thereof. These enzymes are defined herein.

In one aspect, a transgenic microalgae of the invention expresses a heterologous
nucleic acid encoding a A6-desaturase. Thus, in another aspect, the invention also
relates to transgenic microalgae expressing a heterologous nucleic acid encoding a
AB-desaturase. For example, the transgenic microalgae expresses a nucleic acid
encoding a AB-desaturase, but does not express any other transgene involved in the
regulation of the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic pathway. In other embodiments, the
transgenic microalgae expresses a A6-desaturase and additional transgenes involved
in the regulation of the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic pathway, for example a Ad-elongase

such as OtElo5 as shown in the examples.

In one embodiment, the microalgae is P. triconutum. In one embodiment, the nucleic
acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 3 or 5 encodes a A6-desaturase or a
sequence that encodes for a A6-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at
least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least
90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%,
at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 4 or 6. In a preferred
embodiment, the microalgae is P. triconutum and the nucleic acid encodes a A6-

desaturase comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 4 or 6.

The transgenic microalgae expressing a nucleic acid encoding a A6-desaturase is
characterised in that the total fatty acids content, specifically the omega 3 LC-PUFA
content, is altered compared to a control microalgae. In particular, the omega-3 LC-
PUFA content is increased by at least 2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9%, 10%, 11%,
12%, 13%, 14%, 15% or more. Specifically, the EPA content is increased by at least
2%, 3%, 4%, 5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9%, 10%, 11%, 12%, 13%, 14%, 15% compared to a
control microalgae. Preferably, the total EPA content is at least 20% of the total LC-
PUFAs content (mol %). Moreover, the DHA content in the transgenic algae is also

increased by at least 0.5%.

In one embodiment, the various aspects of the invention exclude embodiments that

relate to the production of biofuels.
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In another aspect, the invention relates to a method for producing transgenic
microalgae with increased omega-3 LC-PUFA content comprising introducing and
expressing in a microalgae a heterologous nucleic acid which encodes for a
polypeptide involved in the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic pathway. The omega-3 fatty acid
may be selected from ALA, SDA, ETA, EPA, DPA or DHA. In one embodiment, the
omega-3 LC-PUFAs is DHA. In another embodiment, the omega-3 fatty acid is EPA.
The nucleic acid may encode A6-desaturase, Ad-desaturase, A4-desaturase, A5-

elongase, AB-elongase or combinations thereof.

In one embodiment, the method relates to producing transgenic microalgae with
increased DHA levels said method comprising transforming a microalgae with a
heterologous nucleic acid encoding a Ad-elongase. According to this embodiment, the
method may further comprise transforming said microalgae with one or more additional
heterologous nucleic acid that regulates the production of omega-3 fatty acids, for
example transforming with a nucleic acid encoding a A6-desaturase. In another
embodiment, no additional nucleic acid that regulates the production of omega-3 fatty

acids is introduced into said microalgae and expressed as heterologous nucleic acids.

In another embodiment, the invention relates to a method for producing transgenic
microalgae with increased EPA levels said method comprising transforming a
microalgae with a nucleic acid encoding a A6-desaturase. According to this
embodiment, the method may further comprise transforming said microalgae with one
or more additional nucleic acid that regulates the production of omega-3 LC-PUFAs. In
another embodiment, no additional nucleic acid that regulates the production of omega-

3 fatty acids is introduced into said microalgae.

In one embodiment, the method comprises transforming said microalgae with one or
more additional nucleic acid that does not regulates the production of omega-3 LC-

PUFAs, for example a glucose transporter gene.

Microalgae obtained or obtainable by those methods are also within the scope of the

invention.
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In another aspect, the invention relates to a method for increasing production of one of
more omega-3 LC-PUFA in microalgae comprising

a) cultivating a transgenic microalgae described herein and

b) obtaining said one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA from the transgenic

microalgae.

Specifically, the invention relates to a method for increasing the production of one or
more omega-3 LC-PUFAs in microalgae comprising:

a) introducing and expressing in a microalgae a heterologous nucleic acid which
encodes for a polypeptide involved in the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic pathway,

b) cultivating a transgenic microalgae expressing said heterologous nucleic acid and

c) obtaining one or more omega -3 fatty acid from the transgenic microalgae.

The transgenic microalgae is as described herein and is cultivated under conditions
which allow for the production of one or more omega-3 LC-PUFAs. The nucleic acid
may encode a Al5-desaturase, a A6-desaturase, a Ad-desaturase, a A4-desaturase, a
Al2-desaturase, Ad-elongase, A6-elongase or combinations thereof as described

herein.

In one embodiment, the method relates to increasing DHA production in microalgae
comprising

a) introducing and expressing in a microalgae a heterologous nucleic acid encoding a
Ad-elongase,

b) cultivating a transgenic microalgae expressing said heterologous nucleic acid and

c) obtaining DHA from the transgenic microalgae.

The microalgae as described herein. The Ad-elongase is as described herein. In one
embodiment, the microalgae does not include and express a second heterologous
nucleic acid encoding an enzyme involved in the regulation of the synthesis of omega-3
LC-PUFAs. In another embodiment, the microalgae includes and expresses a second
heterologous nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide involved in the regulation of the
synthesis of omega-3 LC-PUFAs. In another embodiment, the microalgae includes and
expresses a second heterologous nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide not involved in

the regulation of the synthesis of omega-3 LC-PUFAs, for example a glucose
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transporter. The transgenic microalgae is cultivated under conditions which allow for

the production of DHA.

In one embodiment, the method relates to increasing DHA production in microalgae
comprising
a) introducing and expressing in P. triconutum a heterologous nucleic acid
encoding a A d-elongase,
b) cultivating P. triconutum expressing said heterologous nucleic acid and

c) obtaining said DHA from P. triconutum.

The microalgae as described herein. The Ad-elongase is as described herein. In one
embodiment, the microalgae does not include and express a second heterologous
nucleic acid encoding an enzyme involved in the regulation of the synthesis of omega-3
LC-PUFAs. In another embodiment, the microalgae includes and expresses a second
heterologous nucleic acid encoding an enzyme involved in the regulation of the
synthesis of omega-3 LC-PUFAs. In another embodiment, the microalgae includes and
expresses a second heterologous nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide not involved in
the regulation of the synthesis of omega-3 LC-PUFAs, for example a glucose

transporter.

P. triconutum is cultivated under conditions which allow for the production of DHA.
These conditions will be apparent to the skilled person. For example, preferred culture
conditions for P. triconutum are about 20°C under constant illumination in about 60-80
uniol photons m- 2st. In one embodiment, the method comprises transforming said
microalgae with one or more additional nucleic acid that does not regulates the
production of omega-3 LC-PUFAs, for example a glucose transporter gene and

supplying an exogenous carbon source. The algae can be grown in the dark.

In another embodiment, the method relates to increasing EPA in microalgae
comprising:
a) introducing and expressing in a microalgae a heterologous nucleic acid
encoding a 6A-desaturase,
b) cultivating the transgenic microalgae and

c) obtaining said EPA from the transgenic microalgae.
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The microalgae as described herein The 6A-desaturase is as described herein. The

microalgaeis cultivated under conditions which allow for the production of EPA.

In one embodiment, the method relates to increasing EPA production in microalgae
comprising
a) introducing and expressing in P. triconutum a heterologous nucleic acid
encoding a 6A-desaturase,
b) cultivating P. triconutum and

c) obtaining said EPA from P. triconutum.

The microalgae as described herein The A6-desaturase is as described herein. P.

triconutum is cultivated under conditions which allow for the production of EPA.

These conditions will be apparent to the skilled person. For example, preferred culture
conditions for P. triconutum are about 20°C under constant illumination in about O-
d0unto i photons m- 2s’t or preferably about 18°C under constant illumination in about
25uniol photons m- 2s’t, In one embodiment, the method comprises transforming said
microalgae with one or more additional nucleic acid that does not regulates the
production of omega-3 LC-PUFAs, for example a glucose transporter gene and

supplying an exogenous carbon source. The algae can be grown in the dark.

In another aspect, the invention relates to a method for the manufacture of an oil, lipid
or fatty acid composition comprising

a) cultivating a transgenic microalgae as described herein under conditions which allow
for the production one or more omega-3 LC-PUFAs and

b) obtaining said one or more omega-3 LC-PUFAs from the transgenic microalgae.

In preferred embodiment, the omega-3 LC-PUFAs is DHA or EPA.

In another aspect, the invention relates to an omega-3 LC-PUFAs or oil isolated from a

transgenic microalgae as described herein.

The fatty acids produced by the processes of the present invention can be isolated
from the microalgae in the form of an oil, a lipid or a free fatty acid. One embodiment of

the invention is therefore oils, lipids or fatty acids or fractions thereof which have been



10

15

20

25

30

WO 2014/053821 PCT/GB2013/052553

29

produced by the methods of the invention, especially preferably oil, lipid or a fatty acid
composition comprising EPA or DHA and being derived from the transgenic

microalgae.

The term "oil", or "lipid" is understood as meaning a fatty acid mixture comprising
unsaturated, preferably esterified, fatty acid(s). The oil or lipid is preferably high in
omega-3 polyunsaturated or, advantageously, esterfied fatty acid(s). In a particularly
preferred embodiment the oil or lipid has a high ALA, ETA, EPA, DPA and/or DHA
content, preferably a high EPA and/or DHA content.

For the analysis, the fatty acid content can, for example, be determined by gas
chromatography after converting the fatty acids into the methyl esters by

transesterification of the lipids such as triacylglycerides and/or phospholipids.

The omega-3 polyunsaturated acids produced in the method of the present invention,
for example EPA and DHA, may be in the form of fatty acid derivatives, for example
sphingolipids, phosphoglycerides, lipids, glycolipids, phospholipids, monoacylglycerol,

diacylgycerol, triacylgylcerol or other fatty acid esters.

The omega-3 and other polyunsaturated fatty acids which are present can be liberated
for example via treatment with alkali, for example aqueous KOH or NaOH, or acid
hydrolysis, advantageously inthe presence of an alcohol such as methanol or ethanol,
or via enzymatic cleavage, and isolated via, for example, phase separation and
subsequent acidification via, for example H,SO0 ,. The fatty acids can also be liberated

directly without the above-described processing step.

If further purification is necessary, standard methods can be employed. Such methods
may include extraction, treatment with urea, fractional cyrstallization, HPLC, fractional
distillation, silica gel chromatography, high-speed centrifugation or distillation, or
combinations of these techniques. Protection of reactive groups, such as the acid or
alkenyl groups, may be done at any step through known techniques (e.g. alkylation,
iodination, use of butylated hydroxytoluene (BHT). Methods used include methylation
of the fatty acids to produce methy esters. Similarly, protecting groups may be removed

at any step. Desirably, purification of fractions containing, for example, ALA, STA, ETA,
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EPA, DPA and DHA may be accomplished by treatment with urea and/or fractional

distillation.

Large scale purification methods of fatty acids from algae are known in the art. For
example, a microalgae strain is cultivated to increase cell density using
photobioreactors, open ponds, race ways or hybrid systems. Algal cells are separated
from culture media by filtration, flocculation or centrifugation, followed by drying to
improve extraction. Lipid extraction is then commonly performed using a non-water
miscible organic solvent. Larger scale extraction is typically carried out with hexane as
a solvent. Subsequently, unsaturated fatty acids are separated from the total lipids by
fractional (molecular) distillation or winterization, whereby oil temperature is reduced to
precipitate the more saturated lipids. Further processing to improve the quality, shelf-
life and quantity of PUFA oil can include filtration, bleaching, deodorization, polishing

and antioxidant addition. These methods are all known to a person skilled in the art.

In another aspect, the invention also relates to the use of the transgenic organism,
preferably microalgae, as described herein in the production of fatty acids, preferably a
omega-3 fatty acids. The invention encompasses the use of a transgenic organism,
preferably microalgae, as described herein or of the oil, lipid, the fatty acids obtained
from a transgenic organism, preferably microalgae, as described herein in feedstuffs,
foodstuffs, cosmetics, nutriceutical or pharmaceuticals. The invention encompasses the
use of a transgenic organism, preferably microalgae as described herein, in producing
feedstuffs, foodstuffs, cosmetics, nutriceutical or pharmaceuticals. In another aspect,
the invention also relates to the use of the transgenic microalgae, as described herein

as a feedstuff for animals, preferably fish.

In another aspect, the invention also relates to a composition comprising the transgenic
microalgae as described herein or a fatty acid, preferably a omega-3 fatty acid, oil, or
lipid obtained from said microalgae. In a preferred embodiment, the composition
comprises the transgenic microalgae as described herein or a product obtained or
obtainable therefrom., such as an oil. In one embodiment, the composition may be a
pharmaceutical composition, a cosmetic, a foodstuff, including food supplements, or
feedstuff for animals. In particular, the invention relates to a foodstuff comprising the
transgenic microalgae as described herein or fatty acid, preferably a omega-3 fatty

acid, oil, or lipid obtained from said algae. This can be in the form of a dietary
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supplement, including fish oils. The invention also relates to an animal feed, especially
for aquaculture, comprising the transgenic microalgae as described herein or fatty acid,

preferably a omega-3 fatty acid, oil, or lipid obtained from said algae.

In another aspect, the invention relates to a composition comprising the transgenic
microalgae as described herein, a fatty acid, preferably a omega-3 fatty acid, oil, or
lipid obtained from said microalgae for use in medicine. In particular, the composition
may be used to lower both blood pressure and heart rate in hypertensive individuals
reducing the risk of sudden death, reduce inflammation, and to reduce the long-term
risk of atherosclerosis and ischemic heart disease. The composition may also be used
to treat eczema or metabolic syndrome. Also, a DHA rich diet is associated with
increased cognitive abilities and depression and has a positive effect on arthritis and
type 11 diabetes (Horrocks et al, 1999). Thus, the invention also relates to a composition
comprising the transgenic microalgae as described herein or fatty acid, preferably a
omega-3 fatty acid, oil, or lipid obtained from said microalgae for use in the treatment
or prevention of cardiovascular conditions, including atherosclerosis, thrombosis, high
blood pressure, myocardial infarction and atherosclerosis, inflammatory conditions,
depression, cognitive decline, arthritis, and type 11 diabetes. Also encompassed in the
scope of the invention are methods of treating or preventing cardiovascular and
inflammatory conditions, depression, cognitive decline, arthritis and type n diabetes
administering a composition comprising a therapeutic amount of the transgenic
microalgae as described herein, a fatty acid, preferably a omega-3 fatty acid, oil, or
lipid obtained from said microalgae to a patient in need thereof. The invention also
relates to the use of a composition comprising the transgenic microalgae as described
herein in the manufacture of a medicament for treating cardiovascular conditions,
including atherosclerosis, thrombosis, high blood pressure, myocardial infarction and
atherosclerosis, inflammatory conditions, depression, cognitive decline, arthritis, and

type 11 diabetes.

In preferred embodiments, the composition may comprise or be obtained from a
transgenic microalgae expressing a nucleic acid encoding a A6-desaturase and/or a
transgenic microalgae expressing a nucleic acid encoding a Ad-elongase as described

herein.
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The inventors have shown that microalgae can be manipulated using recombinant
methods to produce an increased amount of LC-PUFAs, in particular EPA and DHA
using heterologous gene expression. The inventors have surprisingly demonstrated
that heterologous expression of Ad-elongase from Ostreococcus tauri alone results in
increased accumulation of DHA in P. tricornutum with DHA levels in transgenic strains
reaching up to 13% of total fatty acids. A skilled person would understand that the
invention is not restricted to algae and can indeed be applied to any organism that
makes EPA/DHA. Thus, the invention also relates to a transgenic organism with
increased DHA levels expressing a heterologous Ad-elongase, preferably a A5-
elongase from Ostreococcus tauri. In one embodiment, no other transgenes are
expressed in the transgenic organism. In another embodiment, further transgenes may
be expressed as described herein. Furthermore, the invention also relates to methods
for increasing the production of DHA in a transgenic organism. This is achieved by
expressing a heterologous Ad-elongase, preferably a Ad-elongase from Ostreococcus

tauris in said organism. Details of said methods are described herein.

The organism may be an animal, for example a mammal. In one embodiment, humans
are specifically excluded. In another embodiment, the organism is a plant, for example
a monocot or dicot plant, for example crop plant. Crop plants include but are not limited
to maize, rice, wheat, oilseed rape/canola, sorghum, soybean, sunflower, alfalfa,
potato, tomato, tobacco, grape, barley, pea, bean, field bean, lettuce, cotton, sugar

cane, sugar beet, broccoli or other vegetable brassicas or poplar.

In another aspect, the invention relates to isolated nucleic acids encoding for novel
forms of the desaturases and elongases which may be useful in the heterologous
reconstitution of the omega-3 long chain polyunsaturated fatty acid biosynthetic
pathway in algae and higher plants. Specifically, the invention relates to isolated
nucleic acids encoding A8-desaturase (Ost809A6), Ad-desaturase (Ost809A4) and A6-
elongase (FCELO6) and their corresponding polypeptides.

In one embodiment, the invention relates to an isolated nucleic acids comprising SEQ
ID No. 7 or 9 encoding A6-desaturase (Ost809A6) comprising or consisting of SEQ ID
No. 8 or 10, a functional variant thereof or a A6-desaturase that has at least 50%, at
least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least

85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%,
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at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 8 or 10.

The sequence may also be codon optimised for expression the target organism.

In one embodiment, the invention relates to an isolated nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID
No. 15 or 17 encoding a A4-desaturase (Ost809A4) comprising or consisting of SEQ 1D
No. 16 or 18, a functional variant thereof or a A4-desaturase that has at least 50%, at
least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least
85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%,
at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 16 or

18. The sequence may also be codon optimised for expression the target organism.

In one embodiment, the invention relates to an isolated nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID
No. 19 encoding A6-elongase (FCEL06) comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 20, a
functional variant thereof or a A6-elongase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least
60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%,
at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at
least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20. The sequence may

also be codon optimised for expression the target organism.

In one embodiment, the invention relates to an isolated nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID
No. 21 encoding a Ad-desaturase comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 22, a
functional variant thereof or a Ad-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at
least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least
90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%,
at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 22. The sequence

may also be codon optimised for expression the target organism.

The invention also relates to a vector comprising one or more of the isolated nucleic

acids as specified above. The vector may further comprise a regulatory sequence.

The invention also relates to a transgenic microalgae with increased production of
omega-3 LC-PUFAs wherein said microalgae expresses a nucleic acid comprises SEQ
ID No. 7,9, 15, 17, 19 or 21 or a sequence that encodes for a peptide that has at least
75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%,
at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99%
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homology to SEQ ID No. 8, 10, 16, 18, 20 or 22. Compositions comprising the
transgenic microalgae, oil or lipids isolated therefrom and uses of as described herein
in medicine or the formulation of a medicament, methods of treatment or feedstuff,

foodstuff, pharmaceuticals or nutriceutical are also within the scope of the invention.

Without wishing to be bound by theory, the inventors believe that the activities of these
nucleotides will prove useful in the heterologous reconstitution of the omega-3 long
chain polyunsaturated fatty acid biosynthetic pathway in algae and plants. For
example, the superior substrate-preference of the Ost809A6 enzyme distinguishes it
from other Ostreococcus D6-desaturases, and can be used to maximise the flux of
substrate through the n-3 pathway. Similarly, the Ost809A4 activity will prove useful in
the specific conversion of DPA to DHA in transgenic photosynthetic organisms, whilst

the FCELO6 activity provides a means by which GLA can be elongated to 20:3n-6.

In another embodiment, the invention therefore relates to the use of an isolated nucleic
acid selected from a nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 7 or 9
encoding A6-desaturase (Ost809A6) comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a
functional variant thereof or a A6-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at
least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least
90%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to
SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 16 or 18, a
functional variant thereof or a A4-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at
least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least
90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%,
at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 16 or 18, a nucleic
acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 19 encoding A6-elongase (FCELO6)
comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 20, a functional variant thereof or a A6-
elongase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%,
at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at
least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least
99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20 or a nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID
No. 21 encoding a Ad-desaturase comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 22, a
functional variant thereof or a Ad-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at
least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least

90%, at least 919%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2014/053821 PCT/GB2013/052553

35

96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 22 in the
production of a transgenic organism with increased omega-3 fatty acid content. In
particular, the invention relates to the use of isolated nucleic acids encoding a A6-
desaturase (Ost809A6) to maximise the flux of substrate through the n-3 pathway and
produce enhanced levels of EPA and/or DHA. In another embodiment, the invention
relates to the use of an isolated nucleic acid encoding a A4-desaturase (Ost809A4) to
convert DPA to DHA. In another embodiment, the invention relates to the use of an

isolated nucleic acid encoding a A6-elongase to elongate GLA to 20:3.

In another embodiment, the invention relates to the use of an isolated nucleic acid
selected from a nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 19 encoding A6-
elongase (FCELO6) comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 20, a functional variant
thereof or a A6-elongase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least
65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least
91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%,
at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20 or a nucleic acid comprising or
consisting of SEQ ID No. 21 encoding Ad-desaturase comprising or consisting of SEQ
ID No. 22, a functional variant thereof or a Ad-desaturase that has at least 50%, at
least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least
85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least
95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No.
22 in increasing DHA content. As shown in the examples and figure 13, DHA is

increased by at least 10%, for example 14-17%.

In another embodiment, the invention relates to a method for producing a transgenic
organism with increased of omega-3 LC-PUFAs production, in particular DHA and/or
EPA, comprising transforming an organism with an isolated nucleic acid comprising or
consisting of SEQ ID No. 7 or 9 encoding A6-desaturase (Ost809A6) comprising or
consisting of SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a functional variant thereof or a A6-desaturase that
has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%,
at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at
least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99%
homology to SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID
No. 16 or 18, a functional variant thereof or a A4-desaturase that has at least 50%, at

least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least
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85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least
95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No.
16 or 18, a nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 19 encoding A6-
elongase (FCELO06) comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 20, a functional variant
thereof or a A6-elongase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least
65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least
91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%,
at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20 or a nucleic acid comprising or
consisting of SEQ ID No. 21 encoding a Ad-desaturase comprising or consisting of
SEQ ID No. 22, a functional variant thereof or a A 3-desaturase that has at least 50%,
at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at
least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at
least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID
No. 22.

In one embodiment, the invention relates to a method for producing a transgenic
organism with increased of DHA production, comprising transforming an organism with
an isolated nucleic acid nucleic acid selected from a nucleic acid comprising or
consisting of SEQ ID No. 19 encoding A6-elongase (FCELO6) comprising or consisting
of SEQ ID No. 20, a functional variant thereof or a A6-elongase that has at least 50%,
at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at
least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at
least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID
No. 20 or a nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 21 encoding a A5-
desaturase comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 22, a functional variant thereof or a
A d-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least
70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least
92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%,
at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 22 in increasing DHA content. As shown in the

examples and Figures 13, DHA is increased by at least 10%, for example 14-17%.

In another embodiment, the invention relates to a method for increasing the production
of omega-3 fatty acid transforming an organism with an isolated nucleic acid
comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 7 or 9 encoding A6-desaturase (Ost809A6)

comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a functional variant thereof or a A6-
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desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least
70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 95%, at least 96%,
at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a nucleic
acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 16 or 18, a functional variant thereof or a
A4d-desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least
70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least
92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%,
at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 16 or 18, a nucleic acid comprising or consisting
of SEQ ID No. 19 encoding A6-elongase (FCEL06) comprising or consisting of SEQ ID
No. 20, a functional variant thereof or a A6-elongase that has at least 50%, at least
55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%,
at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at
least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20 or a
nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 21 encoding a Ad-desaturase
comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 22, a functional variant thereof or a A5-
desaturase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least
70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least
92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%,
at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 22.

In one embodiment, the invention relates to a method for increasing the production of
omega-3 fatty acid transforming an organism with an isolated nucleic acid nucleic acid
selected from a nucleic acid comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 19 encoding A6-
elongase (FCEL06) comprising or consisting of SEQ ID No. 20, a functional variant
thereof or a A6-elongase that has at least 50%, at least 55%, at least 60%, at least
65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least
91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%,
at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20 or a nucleic acid comprising or
consisting of SEQ ID No. 21 encoding a Ad-desaturase comprising or consisting of
SEQ ID No. 22, a functional variant thereof or a A 5-desaturase that has at least 50%,
at least 55%, at least 60%, at least 65%, at least 70%, at least 75%, at least 80%, at
least 85%, at least 90%, at least 91%, at least 92%, at least 93%, at least 94%, at least
95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No.
22 in increasing DHA content. As shown in the examples and Figures 13, DHA is

increased by at least 10%, for example 14-17%.
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In one embodiment of the methods, method may further comprise transforming said
microalgae with one or more additional nucleic acid that regulates the production of
omega-3 fatty acids. In another embodiment, no additional nucleic acid that regulates
the production of omega-3 fatty acids are introduced into said microalgae. Other
heterologous nucleic acids, for example encoding a glucose transporter may be

included.

In another aspect, invention relates to a host cell transformed with a vector comprising
one or more of the isolated nucleic acids defined herein, specifically an isolated nucleic
acid comprising SEQ ID No. 1,3,5,7,9, 15, 17, 19 or 21. In one embodiment, the host
cell is transformed with a vector comprising one of the isolated nucleic acids defined
herein and no other heterologous transgenes involved in the regulation of the LC-

PUFAs biosynthetic pathway are expressed in said organism.

The host cell may be an algae or a higher plant cell. For example, the host cell is a
microalgae. In one embodiment, the host cell is a diatom. The host cell may also
comprise one or more additional transgene. For example, the host cell may be a
transgenic microalgae described herein expressing a nucleic acid encoding for a A5-

elongase.

The transgenic organism according to the methods described above may a microalgae
or a higher plant. Preferably, the transgenic organism according to the methods
described is a microalgae. The term microalgae is defined elsewhere herein and
includes a diatom. In one embodiment, the microalgae is P. tricornutum. The term
higher plant includes monocot and dicot plants. In one embodiment, the plant is a crop

plant as described herein.

All references cited in this disclosure are herewith incorporated by reference with
respect to their entire disclosure content and the disclosure content specifically

mentioned in this application.

"and/or" where used herein is to be taken as specific disclosure of each of the multiple
specified features or components with or without the other at each combination unless

otherwise dictated. For example "A, B and/or C" is to be taken as specific disclosure of
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each of (i) A, (ii) B, (iii) C, (iv) A and B, (v) Band C or (vi) A and B and C,just as if each

is set out individually herein.

Unless context dictates otherwise, the descriptions and definitions of the features set
out above are not limited to any particular aspect or embodiment of the invention and
apply equally to all aspects and embodiments which are described.

The invention is further described in the following non-limiting examples.

Examples

Example 1 Generation of transgenic algae over-expressing A6-desaturases and

Generation of transgenic algae over-expressing A5-elongase

Materials and Methods

Strains and growth conditions

P. tricornutum UTEX 646 was grown in ESAW medium (Harrison et al., 1980) at 18°C
and 20°C with moderate shaking under white fluorescent lights in constant illumination
(30 pniol and 60 uniol photons m- 2s'1). Analysis of the wild-type and transgenic algae

have been performed during exponential and stationary growth phases.

Plasmid design and cloning

The coding sequences for A6 - desaturase from Ostreococcus tauri , OtD6 (Domergue
et al.,, 2005) and O.tauri A5- elongase OtElo5 (Meyer et al., 2004 ) were inserted as
Kpn-Xba and EcoRV-Sacl fragments, respectively, into pPha-T1 vector (Zaslavskaia et
al., 2000), kindly provided by Dr. P.G.Kroth, (Universitat Konstanz, Germany). The
coding region of OtD6 was used as a template to chemically synthesize (Genscript
Corporation, NJ) codon-optimized nucleotide sequence OtD6PT for expression in
P.tricornutum. This codon-optimized A6 - desaturase sequence was cloned into pPha-
T 1 vector, using EcoRV-Sacl sites. The coding sequences for A6 - desaturase from P.
tricornutum, PtD6 (Domergue et al., 2002) was inserted as BamHI -Xbal fragment into

pPha-T1 vector (Zaslavskaia et al., 2000).

Biolistic transformation
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Biolistic transformation of P. tricornutum was performed according to previously
described (Zaslavskaia et al.,, 2000; Kroth 2007). Bombarded cells were transferred
onto ESAW agar plates containing 75 pg/ml zeocin. The zeocin plates were placed in
24 h light under fluorescent lights (50 uniol m2 s™) and incubated at 20°C for 3 weeks.
Selected zeocin-resistant colonies were transferred to fresh zeocin plates and 2 ml
ESAW+ zeocin cultures before being transferred to liquid medium minus antibiotic for

lipid analysis.

Fatty acid analysis

Algae or yeast cells were harvested by centrifugation. Fatty acids were extracted and
methylated as described (Garces and Mancha, 1993) with minor modifications. A 15ml
aliquot of algal culture was harvested; following methylation the heptane fraction was
concentrated and re-suspended in 40 p1 solvent prior to injection of 1 ul on to the GC
column. Methyl ester derivatives of total fatty acids extracted were analysed by GC

using an Agilent DB-225 column and identified using known standards.

Acyl-CoA profiling

Algal cells were harvested by centrifugation, frozen in liquid nitrogen and extracted
after Larson and Graham (2001), for reverse-phase LC with either quantitative analysis
of fluorescent acyl-etheno-CoA derivatives orwith electrospray ionization tandem mass
spectrometry (multi reaction monitoring) in positive ion mode For the analysis of
etheno-CoA derivatives HPLC (Agilent 1200 LC system; Phenomenex LUNA 150 - 2
mm C18(2) column) was performed using the methodology and gradient conditions
described previously (Larson and Graham 2001); whilst LC-MS/MS +MRM analysis
followed the methods described by Haynes et al. 2008 (Agilent 1200 LC system;
Gemini C18 column, 2 mm inner diameter, 150 mm with 5 mm particles). For the
purpose of identification and calibration, standard acyl-CoA esters with acyl chain

lengths from C14 to C20 were purchased from Sigma as free acids or lithium salts.

Lipid Profiling

The molecular species of TAGs and PLs were analysed by electrospray ionisation triple
quadrupole mass spectrometry (APl 4000 QTRAP; Applied Biosystems). The
molecular species of polar lipid were defined by the presence of a head-group fragment
and the mass/charge of the intact lipid ion formed by ESI (Welti et al., 2002; Devaiah
et al., 2006 with modifications described by Xiao et al. 2010). Such tandem ESI-MS/MS
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precursor and product ion scanning, based on head group fragment, do not determine
the individual fatty acyl species. Instead, polar lipids are identified at the level of class,
total acyl carbons, and total number of acyl carbon-carbon double bonds. Polar lipids
were quantified in comparison with a series of polar lipid internal standards.
Triacylglycerols (TAGs) measured after Krank et al. (2007) were defined by the
presence of one acyl fragment and the mass/charge of the ion formed from the intact
lipid (neutral loss profiling). This allows identification of one TAG acyl species and the
total acyl carbons and total number of acyl double bonds in the other two chains. The
procedure does not allow identification of the other two fatty acids individually nor the
positions (sn-1, sn-2, or sn-3) that individual acyl chains occupy on the glycerol. TAGs
were quantified in a manner similar to the polar lipids, including background
subtraction, smoothing, integration, isotope deconvolution and comparison of sample
peaks with those of the internal standard (using LipidView, Applied Biosystems).
However, whereas polar lipids within a class exhibit similar mass spectral response
factors, the mass spectral responses of various TAG species are variable, owing to
differential ionization of individual molecular TAG species. In the data shown herein, no
response corrections were applied to the data. The data were normalized to the

internal standards tri15:0 and tri19:0

Results

Generation of transgenic algae over-expressing A6-desaturases.

The native coding OtD6 and codon-optimized for expression in P. tricornutum
nucleotide sequences for O.tauri A6 - desaturase were cloned into pPha- T1 vector,
generating expression cassettes OtDEN and OtD6Pt respectively, and the resulted

constructs were used to transform P. tricornutum.

Expression of OtD6N construct

13 zeocin resistant colonies were obtained by transformation with OtD6N and selected
for further screening. Selected colonies were transferred into liquid medium and
several positive transformants containing OtD6N were identified. We have studied the
effects of temperature and light on the production of EPA and total fatty acids in Wt and
transgenic P.tricornutum. Cultures were grown at different temperatures (18°C and
20°C) under constant illumination in different light intensity (25 pniol and 60 puniol
photons m- 2s'1). GC-MS analyses have been performed during the exponential (E) and

stationary (S) phases of cell growth. Fatty acid profiling of WT and mutants showed



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2014/053821 PCT/GB2013/052553

42

that palmitoleic acid (16:1A9%, EPA (20:5 n-3), palmitic acid (16:0) and myristic acid
(14:0) were the major FAs detected in algal cells grown in both stages. Similarly to the
results obtained by Tonon et al. (Tonon 2002) from the studies of P. tricornutum (CCAP
1052/1A) cell cultures grown at 18°C with 240 uE m- 2s’t |, there was decrease in the
amount of EPA and DHA as the cells of F.tricornutum UTEXS 646 used in our study
shifted from exponential to stationary phase . Fatty acid analysis revealed that in cells
transformed with Otd6N and grown at 20°C in light intensity 25 pniol and 60 pniol
photons m- 2s* EPA and DHA decreased upon transition to stationary phase. However,
the levels of EPA and DHA in Otd6N cells grown at 20°C, 60 pE m- V in stationary
phase were higher than those of WT P. tricornutum (21 .2% of EPA and 1.8% of DHA
in Otd6N compared to 18.5% of EPA and 1.3% of DHA in WT (Table 11, Fig. 1). In
contrast, we found that in transgenic Otd6N cells grown at 18°C, 25 pE m- 2s’t levels of
EPA and DHA increased in stationary phase compared to exponential phase and are
significantly higher than in WT samples (30.2% of EPA and 1.8% of DHA in Otd6N
compared to 16.5% of EPA and 0.9% of DHA in WT). Fatty acids profiles from Wt and
Otd6N transgenic P. tricornutum showed no differences in A6 - unsaturated fatty acids

(GLA and SDA) composition, which were barely present.

Expression of OtD6PT construct

4 zeocin resistant colonies obtained by transformation with OtDEPT were selected to
inoculate cultures for further screening and GC-MS analysis. The same trend towards
decreasing levels of EPA and DHA in the stationary phase was observed for transgenic
Otd6Pt cells grown at different light intensity and temperatures (Table 11, Fig.1).
Recombinant cells expressed higher levels of EPA (20.8% in the stationary phase at
20°C, 60 uE m-V and 22.2% at 18°C, 25 uE m-V compared to 18.5% and 16.8% in
WT respectively). In addition to detection of higher levels of EPA we also observed an
increase in DHA levels with minor variation between the two phases of growth (Table

I, Fig.1).

Generation of transgenic algae over-expressing OtElo5

3 zeocin resistant clones obtained by transformation with OtElo5 were identified in an
initial screen and used to inoculate cultures for further screening and GC-MS analysis.
Cultures were grown at 20°C under constant illumination in 60 pniol photons m- 2s™.
FAMEs analysis of P. tricornutum transformed with OtElo5 have been performed during

the exponential (E) and stationary (S) phases of cell growth and revealed the presence
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of DPA in the range of 2.8-4.7% in transgenic clones which was not detected in WT
cells (Table IV, Fig 2a). Levels of EPA in transformed clones were decreased to an
average of 17.7% compared to 35.9% in WT in the exponential phase of growth and to
8.2% in clones over-expressing the Elo5 gene compared to 18.5% in WT during the
stationary phase of growth. A substantial increase in DHA was observed in all 3
transgenic clones averaging 7.4% in exponential phase and 10.4% in stationary phase
compared to 2.0% and 1.3% respectively in WT. DHA accumulation has been

increased upon transition to stationary phase.

Determination of acyl-CoA pool composition

To better understand the processes of acyl desaturation in diatoms the composition of
the acyl-CoA pool was determined for the wild-type (WT) and transgenic P.
tricornutum, expressing OtElo5-elongase (Fig.3). The study of acyl-CoA profile of WT
P. tricornutum in the stationary phase of growth revealed that palmitic, palmitoleic,
stearic, oleic and EPA-CoA were the most abundant, thus demonstrating the direct
relationship between the levels of native fatty acids in the acyl-CoA pool vs the total
fatty acids. EPA-CoA represented 5.7% of the acyl-CoA pool, indicating that this level
of EPA-CoA could potentially act as an intermediate in the synthesis of DHA through
elongation to 22:5n-3 and desaturation to 22:6n-3. Only traces (<1 .0) of 22:4 n-6, 22:5
n-3 (DPA) and DHA were detected in the CoA pool of WT P. tricornutum. As can be
seen in Figure 3, similar analysis of transgenic P. tricornutum demonstrated a
significant increase in the levels of 22:4 n-6, 22:5 n-3 (EPA) and DHA accompanying
by the decrease in EPA levels. As shown in Figure 4, detailed analysis of the
composition of the acyl-CoA pool through different stages of cell growth revealed that
EPA and DHA were accumulating progressively from exponential to stationary phase

displaying maximum levels of 5.2% and 6.3% in stationary phase.

Profiling of TAG molecular species

In this study we identified and compared the molecular species of TAGs formed by WT
and OtElo5 transgenic P. tricornutum and investigated changes in TAG synthesis in
response to transition from exponential to stationary phase. Cultures were grown at
20°C under constant illumination in 60 pniol photons m- 25t and analysed using ESI-
MS. The mass spectrum obtained from direct infusion ESI-MS of algal lipid extracts
shows that a majority of the molecular ions are observed between 750 and 950

mass/charge (m/z). We detected 26 individual TAG species in WT P. tricornutum. The
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oil extracts of WT were predominantly composed of TAGs 46:1, 48:2 48:1, 48:2, and
48:3 and 50:3, having palmitic (18:0),
substituents. TAG 48:1 (16:0/16:0/16:1) and 48:2 (16:0/16:1/16:1) constitute the main

palmitoleic (16:1), and myristic (14:0) acid

TAG molecular species that is expressed throughout the time course analysis of P.
tricornutum cells (Figs 5a and 5B). An increase in the diversity of TAG molecular
species (with as much as 29 individual TAGs) was detected from cells expressing
OtElo5 -elongase. Specifically, new TAG species, 54:8, 54:9 and 56:8 were observed
and transgenic cells show significantly higher levels of 54:7. DHA was incorporated in
TAGs 52:7, 54:7, 54:8, 54:9 and 56:8. The time course (Fig. 6) also revealed that TAGs
54:7 and 56:8 appear to have more DHA incorporated into TAGs as the ceils shift from
the exponential growth phase to the stationary phase. TAGs molecular species 52:7,
54:8 and 54:9 demonstrated more or less constant DHA proportions when cultures
were shifted from exponential to stationary phase. Levels of TAGs containing DHA
averaged 12.5% in exponential stage and 10.5% in the stationary phase.

Table 1. Fatty acid composition (molar %) of WT and transgenic P. tricornutum
expressing O. tauri A6 desaturase under different growth conditions at two growth
Each

stage, where E is the exponential and S is the stationary growth phases.

measurement is the average of three biological replicates.

20°C oountol photons | 20°C 25uniol photons | 18°C 25uniol photons
Cell strain E S E S E S
Otd6N 14:0 6.3+1.1 5.6+1.6 11.5+0.7 7.6x1.5 13.0£1.1 | 10.9+1.0
16:0 16.0+0.5 | 21.0+1.3 | 12.8+0.9 | 16.8+1.6 | 15.3+0.8 | 16.6+1.1
16:1 28.3+1.7 | 36.5+1.6 | 32.8+0.2 | 30.3%1.9 | 35.1+2.1 | 34.4+2.5
16:3 2.5+0.2 0.9+0.2 4.0+0.6 0.9+0.1 3.6x0.0 2.7+0.2
18:0 0.5+0.0 0.7+0.0 0.3+0.0 0.4+0.0 ND ND
18:1 6.2+1.4 8.6x1.5 18.1+0.0 | 24.9+0.3 2.1+0.2 2.5+0.2
18:2n-6 1.5+0.1 0.6+0.0 ND ND 1.4+0.2 1.4+0.2
18:3 n-6 0.7+0.3 1.3+0.3 ND ND ND ND
18:4 n-3 | 0.810.1 0.8+0.1 ND 0.4+0.0 1.0+0.4 1.0+0.4
205 n-3 | 32.2+3.6 | 21.2+1.9 | 20.6+1.1 | 17.8t2.6 | 27.1+£2.7 | 30.2+3.2
22:6 n-3 | 2.3%0.2 1.8+0.3 1.4+0.1 1.0+0.1 1.4+0.4 1.8+0.3
Others 6.89+0.6 4.3+0.6 12.2+1.8 6.0+0.2 5.7+0.4 6.2+0.6
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Otd6Pt 14:0 7.0x1.4 49+1.0 5.6+0.2 4.9+0.2 12.8+0.1 7.4+0.4
16:0 16.3+1.3 | 20.2+1.5 9.5+0.3 16.8+0.7 17.0+0.9 | 20.4+0.2
16:1 27.1+4.0 | 38.6+3.6 | 24.5+0.2 33.4+7.9 28.3x1.2 35.8+2.6
16:3 2.5+0.2 1.1+40.3 4.0+£0.6 1.4+0.1 2.9+0.0 5.2+1.1
18:0 0.5+0.1 0.6+0.1 0.3+0.0 0.4+0.0 ND ND
18:1 7.8+0.2 8.7+0.4 26.915.4 24.9+0.3 6.0+0.9 8.5+0.9
18:2 n-6 1.1+0.2 1.1+0.1 ND ND 1.2+0.0 1.2+0.0
18:3 n-6 1.2+0.2 0.8+0.0 0.2+0.0 0.2+0.0 ND ND
18:4 n-3 1.1+0.1 1.2+0.1 0.6+0.1 0.6+0.0 1.5+0.0 1.5+0.0
20:5 n-3 | 33.2+x1.4 20.8+3.5 | 27.0+4.0 16.6+2.0 25.8+0.1 22.2+1.3
22:6 n-3 1.7+0.3 1.5+0.4 1.3+0.1 1.2+0.6 1.140.0 1.3+0.2
Others 9.2+0.6 4.3+0.9 12.3+1.8 5.5+3.6 7.3x0.3 3.1+0.3
WT 14:0 7.7£0.5 4.8+0.1 5.1+0.2 4.8+0.5 10.9+0.5 7.9+0.1
16:0 16.5+0.4 | 22.2+0.6 11.0+2.0 16.6+3.2 19.7+0.4 | 21.1+1.3
16:1 28.4+0.6 41.8#0.5 | 22.3+1.1 32.2+4.1 35.8+0.6 42.1+2.5
16:3 2.4+0.3 1.0+0.1 2.6+0.6 0.6+0.1 2.4+0.3 1.4+0.0
18:0 0.4+0.0 0.5+0.0 0.3+0.1 0.3+x0.1 ND ND
18:1 3.8+0.8 7.3x0.2 28.9+1.4 25.714.9 6.1+0.3 8.2+0.1
18:2n-6 1.4+0.1 0.6+0.0 ND ND 1.1+0.1 0.8+0.1
18:3n-6 0.7+0.0 0.6+0.0 ND ND ND ND
18:4 n-3 0.8+0.0 1.0+0.0 0.6+0.0 0.4+0.1 1.0+0.7 0.6+0.8
20:5n-3 35.9+1.6 18.5+0.4 | 27.6+£2.3 17.1+2.5 | 22.2+0.7 16.8+2.8
22:6n-3 2.0+0.3 1.3+0.0 1.8+0.1 1.3+0.3 0.8+0.1 0.9+0.2
Others 6.8+0.3 2.4+0.3 10.0+0.9 5.1+0.8 4.9+0.5 2.9+0.3
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Table IV. Fatty acid composition (molar %) of WT and transgenic P. tricornutum
expressing Ot Elo5 during exponential (E) and stationary (S) phases. Cultures were
grown at 20°C 60 pniol m-2s-1under constant agitation at 70 rpm. Each measurement

is the average of 3 biological replicates.

10

15

20

25

Fatty acids WT OtElo5
E S E S
14:0 7.7+0.5 4.8+0.5 8.4+1.2 53116
16:0 16.5¢0.5 | 22.1206 | 16.840.6 | 17.4+1.3
16:1 28.4+06 | 418105 | 32.9+04 | 42.5+1.6
16:3 2.4+0.3 1.0+£0.0 3.6+0.6 1.7+0.6
18:0 0.4+0.0 0.5+0.0 0.6+0.0 0.5+0.0
18:1 3.8+0.8 7.320.2 6.8+1.1 6.8+1.5
18:2 n-6 1.4+0.1 0.6+0.0 0.6+0.0 0.3+20.0
18:3n-6 0.7+£0.0 0.6+0.0 0.240.0 0.2+0.2
18:4 n-3 0.840.0 1.0+£0.0 1.6+0.0 2.0+£0.1
20:5n-3 3590+16 | 185+04 | 17.7¢2.4 | 8.242.0
22:5n-3 ND ND 3.3x0.5 3.4+1.2
22:6 n-3 2.0+0.3 1.3+£0.1 7.4+1.2 10.4+0.3
24:0 5.2+0.2 2.1+0.0 52404 3.1+04
Others 1.8+0.3 0.3+0.3 41+04 2.4+06
Discussion

Many marine microbes produce high levels of EPA and DHA but only few species have
the ability to partition these fatty acids into storage lipids in the form of triacylglycerols
(TAGs). The majority of algal species accumulate saturated and mono-unsaturated
fatty acids in TAGs (Harwood, 1998; Roessler, 1990b). Partitioning of LC-PUFASs into
TAGs have been observed in Parietochloris incise (Bigogno etal., 2002), the
freshwater red microalga Porphyridium omentum (Cohen etal., 2000), and marine
microalgae Nannochloropsis oculata, Phaeodactylum tricornutum, Thalassiosira
pseudonana and Pavlova lutheri, (Tonon et al.,, 2002). Thus these species are good
candidates for further studies, in order to understand the processes responsible for the

incorporation of LC-PUFAs into storage oils in microalgae.

At present it is generally accepted that oleaginous algae produce small quantities of
TAG under optimal growth conditions (Hu et al. 2008). Among major factors affecting
triacylglycerol accumulation and fatty acid composition in microalgae are temperature
and light intensity. Generally, it is considered that fatty acid unsaturation increases with
temperature decrease and low light favours the formation of PUFAs. For example, in
P.tricornutum UTEXS 640 optimal culture temperature for EPA production was 21.5 to

23°C (Yongmanitchai W. and Ward O., 1991). A temperature shift strategy has been
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employed to enhance the overall n-3 PUFAs (including EPA) production because the
optimal temperature for microalgal growth is often higher than that for n-3 PUFAs
formation (Jiang and Chen, 2000). Such a phenomenon has been observed in many
different algal species including P. omentum (Springer et al., 1994), Nannochloropsis
sp. (Sukenik, 1991) and P. irregular (Stinson et al., 1991). However, Ohta et al. (1993)
observed that the optimal temperature for growth of P. purpureum also yields a
biomass with the highest EPA content. These results suggest that the effect of
temperature on cell growth and n-3 PUFA production should be carefully studied for

individual microalgal species.

Profiing of TAG species in P. tricornutum has been previously reported
(Yongmanitchai and Ward 1993; Yu et al., 2009). We observed the same predominant
fatty acids (i.e., 14:0, 16:0, 16:1, 16:3, and 20:5) incorporated in TAGs as described in
these earlier studies. Yongmanitchai and Ward 1993 identified only 18 TAG molecular
species via reverse-phase HPLC analysis. Due to the high resolution and sensitivity of
ESI-MS, Yu et al.,, 2009 were able to detect twofold more species in algal oil extracts
(14 of the 18 species they detected by HPLC, at comparable percentage composition.
However, TAGs 48:7, 48:9, 48:12, and 54:10 were not detected which could be

explained by the difference in the P. tricornutum strains and culture conditions.

Example 2

Identification and characterization of new activities for PUFAs biosynthesis in
algae and plants

2.1 ldentification of a A6 - desaturase from the microalga Ostreococcus RCC809

Genome of green alga Ostreococcus RCC809 was analysed with BLAST using already
known N-terminal cytochrome b5-fusion desaturases as query. This analysis revealed
the presence of several genes coding for putative PUFA desaturases. The deduced
open reading frames were used as templates to chemically synthesise (Genscript

Corporation, NJ) codon-optimised nucleotide sequences for expression in diatoms.

Functional characterization of putative Ostreococcus RCC809 A 6 -desaturase in yeast.
The codon-optimised open reading frame of the putative A6 - desaturase (SEQ ID
No.s 7 to 10, hereafter designated Ost809A6) was inserted as Kpnl-Sacl fragment
behind the galactose -inducible GAL1 promoter of the yeast expression vector pYES2
(Invitrogen, NJ). Ost809A6
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The S. cerevisiae strain W303-1A was transformed with plasmid DNA using a lithium
acetate method. Cultures were grown at 22°C in the presence of 2% (v/v) raffinose for
48 h, and expression of the transgene was induced by addition of galactose to 2% in
the presence of 0.5 mM of linoleic acid (LA, 18:2n-6) and 1% (w/v) tergitol NP-40
(Sigma) as described (Sayanova et al., 2001).

The predicted function of the candidate desaturase Ost809A6 (predicted to encode a
C18 Ab6-desaturase of 461 amino acids) was investigated by expression studies in S.
cerevisiae in the presence of a range of potential fatty acid substrates. Total fatty acid
methyl esters from yeast cells were then analysed by GC-FID and the identity of novel
peaks confirmed by GC-MS and co-migration with authentic standards. As shown in
Fig. 8, expression of a synthetic ORF encoding Ost809A6, confirmed the enzymatic
capability to convert exogenously supplied substrate (a-Linolenic acid, ALA;
C18:A9,12,15) to the A6-desaturated product SDA (18:4, n-3). In the absence of
galactose, the exogenous substrate ALA is not converted to SDA. Thus, on the basis of
these results, Ost809A6 was confirmed as a D6-desaturase. The substrate selectivity
of Ost809A6 was determined by exogenously supplying equal quantities of LA and ALA
in the growth media. As it is shown in Figure 9, Ost809A6 only recognised the n-3 fatty
acid ALA as a substrate, whereas the n-6 substrate was not desaturated. This is
distinct from a AB&-desaturase identified from Ostreococcus tauri (Domergue et al,
2005), which showed activity towards both LA and ALA as substrates. Thus Ost809A6

is superior and distinct for the exclusive production of A6-desaturated n-3 fatty acids.

Yeast cultures were supplemented with different potential FA substrates (listed in Table

V) but desaturation activity of O809d6 was detected only in the presence of ALA.

2.2 ldentification of putative A4 - desaturase from 0809

The genome sequence of Ostreococcus RCC809 http://genome.jgi-
psf.org/OstRCC809 2/0stRCCB809_2.home.html was searched with previously
functionally characterised sequences of A4-desaturases and the presence of an
apparent candidate (JGI protein ID # 40461) for a A4-desaturase was detected. The
deduced open reading frame was used as a template to chemically synthesise
(Genscript Corporation, NJ) codon-optimised nucleotide sequences for expression in
diatom P. tricornutum (SEQ ID No.s 15 to 18).
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Functional characterization of putative A4 - desaturase from 0809 in yeast.
The codon-optimised for expression in P. tricornutum open reading frame of the
putative A4 - desaturase was inserted as Kpnl-Sacl fragment behind the galactose -

inducible GAL1 promoter of the yeast expression vector pYES2 (Invitrogen, NJ).

As can be seen in Fig 10, galactose-dependent expression of the Ost809 protein
40461 resulted in the A 4-desaturation of DPA to DHA, confirming the function of this
ORF as a C22 A 4-desaturase and on this basis we designated this gene as Ost809A4.
Note that in the absence of the inducer (galactose), no DHA is detected, nor in the
absence of the Ost809A4 ORF.

2.3 ldentification of a A6-elongase from Fragilariopsis cylindrus

The publically available genome sequence of the marine diatom Fragilariopsis
cylindrus  (http://genome.jgi-psf.org/Fracyl/Fracyl.home.html) was analysed with
BLAST using already known A6-elongase sequences (such as the A6-elongase from
C.elegans - Beaudoin et al, 2000) as query and a candidate open reading frame
(designated Frag #177742) was used as a template to chemically synthesise
(Genscript Corporation, NJ) codon-optimised nucleotide sequence for expression in

T.pseudonana.

Functional characterization ofFc A6-elongase in transgenic yeast

Heterologous expression of Frag #177742 in S. cerevisiae was carried out exactly as
described above, with the codon-optimised ORF cloned into the yeast expression
vector pYES2. Galactose-mediated induction of this construct was used to confirm that
this ORF functioned as a A 6-elongase, specifically elongating C18 A 6-unsaturated
substrates such as GLA to a C20 form. As can be seen in figure 11, elongation of GLA
to 20:3 only occurs in the presence of galactose and the ORF Frag #177742. On the

basis of these results, this was redesignated FcELO6.

Table V. List of Substrates Tested:

Ost809 D6

18:2, ALA, GLA, 18:2 &18:3, 20:4n-6 (ARA), 20:2, ERA, ETA, 22:5n-6 (DPA)
FcElo

18:2, GLA, GLA & SDA

Ost809A4

DPA
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(Substrates underlined are those which worked)

Table VI. Fatty acid composition of yeast cells expressing Ost809A6,
FcElo6 or Ost809A4 and substrate specificities of each of these

Fatty Acid Composition (molar %)

Construct
FA 0809 | O809 | 0809 | 0809 | Fc Fc pYes2 | pYes2

A6 A6 A6 A6 | Elo6 | Elo6 | O809 | 0809 | BPX72 | HP1

Gal- | Gal + | Gal - | Gal + | Gal - | Gal d4 d4

+ | Gal- | Gal

+
16:0 262 | 26.0 | 248 | 224 | 252 | 232 | 228 | 204 | 26.1 22.2
16:1 256 | 288 | 26.3 | 279 [ 237 |1 26.3| 492 [ 51.0 | 292 51.5

18:0 ND ND ND ND ND | ND | 4.2 4.4 ND 3.9

18:1 152 |1 16.3 | 136 | 154 | ND | ND | 20.2 | 21.6 17.5 19.7

18:2 5.8 6.8 ND ND ND | ND ND ND ND ND

GLA ND ND ND ND [ 38.7]228 | ND ND ND ND

ALA 256 | 119 | 329 [ 157 [ ND | ND ND ND 27.2 ND

SDA 16 | 103 | 23 | 185 | ND | ND ND ND ND ND

DHGLA [ ND ND ND ND ND | 141 [ ND ND ND ND

DPA ND ND ND ND ND | ND [ 2.9 2.3 ND 2.7

DHA ND ND ND ND ND | ND ND 0.4 ND ND

Table VII. Substrate specificity

Substrate Specificity
Construct | Substrate %
Ost809A6 | 18:2 0.0
Ost809A6 | 18:3 ALA 54.1
FcElo6 18:3 GLA 38.1
Ost809A4 | 22:5 DPA 13.5

On the basis of the identification of novel forms of the A 6-desaturase (Ost809A6), A 4-
desaturase (Ost809A4) and the A 6-elongase (FCELO6), it is very likely that these
activities will prove useful in the heterologous reconstitution of the omega-3 long chain
polyunsaturated fatty acid biosynthetic pathway in algae and plants. For example, the

superior substrate-preference of the Ost809A6 enzyme distinguishes it from other
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Ostreococcus A 6-desaturases, and can be used to maximise the flux of substrate
through the n-3 pathway. Similarly, the Ost809A4 activity will prove useful in the
specific conversion of DPA to DHA in transgenic photosynthetic organisms, whilst the

FCELO6 activity provides a means by which GLA can be elongated to 20:3n-3.

Example 3
Expression of single omega-3 LC-PUFA biosynthetic genes in Pheaodactylum

tricornutum can increase the endogenous accumulation of DHA

Materials and methods

Strains and growth conditions

P. tricornutum UTEX 646 was grown in ESAW medium (Harrison et al., 1980) at 20°C
with moderate shaking under white fluorescent lights in constant illumination (100 pniol
photons m- 2s't). Analysis of the wild-type and transgenic algae have been performed

during stationary growth phase.

Plasmid design and cloning

The coding sequence for A6-elongase FcElo6 (protein ID 177742) was used as a
template to chemically synthesize (Genscript Corporation, NJ) a codon-optimized
nucleotide sequencea for expression in T. pseudonana. The codon-optimized
sequence was inserted as EcoRV-Sacl fragments, respectively, into pPha-T1 vector
(Kroth, 2007; Zaslavskaia et al., 2000).

Results

Expression of FCElo6 resulted in increase of DHA levels up to 14-17% (Figure 13).

Example 4
Co-expression of two genes
Material and methods

Design of double-gene vector pPhOS2 and transformation cassettes

The EcoRIl —HindiIllfragment of of pPha -T1 vector containing MCS was replaced by
the synthetic sequence comprising of fcpA terminator and fcpA promoter flanked by 3
multiple cloning sites (MCSs) with unique restriction sites (Figure 14). The coding

sequences for O. tauri As-elongase OtElo5 was inserted as Kpnl-Sacl fragment into
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position 1 of pPhOS vector generating pPh0OS2.1 .1 construct. The codon optimized for
expression in P.tricornutum coding sequences for O. tauri A6-desaturase OtD6Pt was
inserted as BamHI- Xbal fragment into position 2 of pPh0S2.1.1 generating
pPh0S2.2.1 construct.

Results and Discussion

Multigene expression in transgenic P. tricornutum

To facilitate the expression of multiple heterologous genes in P. tricornutum, a new
vector (designated pPhOS2- Figure 14) was constructed. This vector is based on
previously described pPha-T1 vector (Zaslavskaia et al., 2000) and contains two
multiple cloning sites (MCS) with unique restriction sites for inserting genes of interest.
Each of these MCS is flanked by the promoter and terminator regions of the FCpA gene
(Zaslavskaia et al., 2000) to promote the co-expression of two inserted genes. The
coding sequence for O. tauri Ad-elongase OtElo5 was inserted into position 1 of
pPhOS2 vector and the resulting construct pPh0OS2.1.1 was used to transform P.
tricornutum. Cultures were grown at 20°C and 16°C under constant illumination (60
untol photons m2s’t). Multiple (5) independent zeocin-resistant colonies were obtained
and used to inoculate cultures for further GC-MS analysis. The mean levels of DHA in
analysed pPh0S2.1.1 strains was 9.0% (Table VIII; Figure 1), similar to levels
previously observed with OtElIo5 expression in pPHa-T1, confirming the functionality of
this modified vector. The codon-optimized coding sequences for O. tauri AG6-
desaturase OtD6Ptwas subsequently inserted into position 2 of construct pPh0S2.1.1
generating the two-gene (plus the selectable marker gene ble) pPh0OS2.2.1 vector.
This expression plasmid was introduced into P. tricornutum via biolistics and multiple
independent zeocin-resistant colonies were obtained and used to inoculate cultures for
further screening. Cultures were grown at 16 and 20°C under constant illumination (60
untol photons m- 2s't). FAMESs analysis of transgenic strains expressing either single or
double gene constructs revealed a further increase in DHA levels in transgenic strains
co-expressing both OtElo5 and OtD6Pt, indicating the here-demonstrated potential for
iterative metabolic engineering in P. tricornutum for high value lipid traits (Figure 15,

Table VIII).
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Table VIII. Fatty acid composition (Mol %) of wild-type (Pt WT) and transgenic P.
tricornutum expressing pPh0S2.1 and pPh0S2.2 at 16°C and 20°C. Each

measurement is the average of 3 biological replicates (+ Standard Error).

Fatty PLWT pPhOS2.1 pPhOS2.2

Acids 16°C 20°C 16°C 20°C | 16°C 20°C
53t02 |4.8t01 |51202 |53t03 |6.740.2 |6.30.1
22.3+1.0 | 22.1+0.4 | 19.240.4 | 18.9+1.4 | 17.7+0.5 | 18.4+0.3

140 39.241.6 | 41.8+0.3 | 39.0+0.6 | 40.1+1.7 | 43.6%£1.0 | 40.6+0.5
16:0 0.8+0.4 | 1.0+0.1 | 1.2+01 | 1.8+04 | nd 2.0+0.1
16:1 0.5+0.0 | 0.5#0.1 | 0.6+0.1 | 0.3+0.1 | 0.5+0.0 | 0.3+0.1
16:3 6.8+0.0 | 4.3+0.1 | 2.6+0.1 |2.2+04 |1.2+06 |0.6x0.4
18:0 22+01 |2.8+01 |21+0.2 |42+03 |2.7+01 |3.7+1.0

18:1n-9 | 1.0£0.1 |1.0£0.1 |1.7¢0.1 | 1.120.1 | 1.6£0.0 | 1.1£0.1
181 n-|20.321.9 | 18.5+0.1 | 10.4+0.3 | 9.8+1.0 | 10.0+£0.4 | 8.2+0.1
11 nd nd 3.4+104 | 1.9+0.3 | 55401 |2.240.3
18:4n-7 | 1.5£0.2 |1.320.1 | 9.0+0.3 | 9.4+1.0 | 10.3x0.4 | 11.4£0.2
20:5n-3 | 29104 |24+01 |3.2+0.1 |2.3+0.2 |3.3x0.1 |2.2+0.8
22:5n-3 | 2.0+0.5 | 19401 |1.1£01 | 29405 |29+0.3 |3.2+0.2
22:6 n-3
24:0
Others

Example 5
Auxorophic growth
Material and methods

Design of double-gene vector pPhOS2 and transformation cassettes

The EcoRIl —Hindi ILfragment of of pPha -T1 vector containing MCS was replaced by
the synthetic sequence comprising of fcpA terminator and fcpA promoter flanked by 3
multiple cloning sites (MCSs) with unique restriction sites (Fig. 16). The coding
sequences for O. tauri Ad-elongase OtElo5 was inserted as Kpnl-Sacl fragment into
position 1 of pPhOS vector generating pPh0OS2.1 .1 construct. The codon optimized for

expression in P.tricornutum coding sequences for glucose transporters from
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Physcomitrella patens (designated Ppglutl), and human erythrocytes (designated
Hsglutl), were inserted as BamHI- Xbal fragments into position 2 of pPh0S2.1.1
generating pPhOS Ppglut and pPhOS_ HSglut constructs. The resulting constructs

were used to transform P. tricornutum via biolistics.

Results

Multiple (>10) independent zeocin-resistant colonies were obtained by transformations
with these two expression cassettes and used to inoculate cultures for further GC-MS
analysis. Transgenic P. tricornutum strains expressing pPhOS Ppglut and
pPhOS HSglut constructs accumulating DPA and elevated levels of DHA were
selected for further analysis. (Fig. 16 and Fig. 17). The transformants were transferred
to solid medium containing 0.5% of glucose, placed in complete darkness and

monitored for growth (Fig. 18).
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Sequence listing

Nucleic acids analogous to cDNA are shown.

SEQ ID No 1 Nucleic acid sequence OtElo5

at gagcgcct ccggt gecget get gecccgegat cgegt ccgecgegt acgegt acgcgacg
tacgcct acgect tt gagt ggt cgcacgcgaat ggcat cgacaacgt cgacgcgcgcgag
t ggat cggt gcgcet gt cgt t gaggcet cccggegat cgcgacgacgat gt acctgttgttc
t gcct ggt cggaccgaggt t gat ggcgaagcgecgaggcegt t cgacccgaaggggttcat g
ct ggcgt acaat gcgt at cagacggcegt t caacgt cgt cgt gct cgggat gt t cgcgega
gagat ct cggggct ggggcageccgt gt gggggt caaccat gccgt ggagcgat agaaaa
tcgtttaagatcctcct cggggt gt ggtt gcact acaacaacaaat atttggagctattg
gacact gt gt t cat ggt t gcgcgcaagaagacgaagcagt t gagcttcttgcacgtttat
cat cacgccct gt t gat ct gggcgt ggt ggt t ggt gt gt cact t gat ggccacgaacgat
t gt at cgat gcct act t cggcgeggegt gcaact cgtt catt cacat cgt gat gt act cg
tattatctcat gt cggcgcet cggeat t cgat gcccgt ggaagcgat acat cacccaggct
caaat gctccaattcgtcattgtcttcgcgcacgecgt gttcgtgct gcgt cagaagcac
t gcccggt cacccttcctt gggcgcaaat gt t cgt cat gacgaacat getcgt gctcttc
gggaact t ct acct caaggcgt act cgaacaagt cgcgcggcgacggcgegagttcegtg
aaaccagccgagaccacgcgcgcgcccagcegt gcgacgcacgcgat ct cgaaaaat t gac
t aa

SEQ ID No 2 Amino acid sequence OtElo5
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VBASGAL LPAI ASAAYAYATYAYAFEWSHANG DNVDAREW GALSLRLPAI ATT
MYL LFCLVGPRLMAKREAFDPKGFMLAYNAY QT AFNVWL GVFAREI SGLGOPVW
GSTMPWEDRKSFKI LLGYWLHYNNKYL EL L DTVFMVARKKTKQLSFLHVYHHAL L

I VAWNLVCHL MATNDCI DAYFGAACNSFI HI VMYSYYLMSALG RCPVKRYI TQA
QWL QFVI VFAHAVFVL RQKHCPVTL PWAQVFVMINML VL FGNF YL KAYSNKSRGD
GAS SVKPAETT RAPSVRRT RSRKI D*

SEQ ID No 3 OtD6 nucleic acid sequence

at gt gcgt ggagacggaaaat aacgat gggat ccccacggt ggagat cgcgt t cgacggt
gagcgcgagcgggcggaggcaaacgt gaagct gt ccgcggagaagat ggagccggeggceg
ct ggcgaagacgt t cgcgaggceggt acgt cgt gat cgagggggt ggagt acgat gt gacg
gattttaagcacccgggaggaacggttattttctat gcgtt gt caaacaccggggcggac
gcgacggaagcgt t caaggagtt teat cat cggt cgagaaaggcgaggaaagcctt ggcg
gcgct cccgt ct cgaccggccaagacggccaaggt ggacgacgcggagat get ccaagat
tt cgccaagt ggcggaaagaat t ggagagagat ggat t ct t caagccct ct ccggegeac
gt ggcgt at cgct t cgccgagcet cgecggegat gt acget ct cgggacgt acct gat gt ac
gct cgat acgt cgt ct cct cggt gct cgt gt acgett gettttt cggcgeccgat gecggt
t gggt gcagcacgagggcggacacagct cgct gacgggcaacat t t ggt gggacaagegce
at ccaggcctt cacagccgggt t cggt ct cgccggt agcggcgacat gt ggaact cgat g
cacaacaagcat cacgcgacgcct caaaaggt t cgt cacgacat ggat ct ggacaccacc
cccgeggt ggegt t ct t caacaccgeggt ggaagacaat cgt ccccgt ggct tt agcaag
tact ggtt gcgcctt caggcgt ggacctt cat ccccgt gacgt ccggcett ggt getcctt
ttctggatgtttttcctccacccct ccaaggcettt gaagggt ggcaagt acgaagagttg
gt gt ggat gct cgccgegeacgt cat ccgcacgt ggacgat caaggcggt gaccggattc
accgcgat gcagt cct acggcttatttttggcgacgagct gggt gagcggetgctatctg
tttgcacacttctccacgt cgcacacgcacct ggat gt ggt gcccgcggacgagceat ctc
t cct gggt t cgat acgccgt cgat cacacgat cgacat cgat ccgagt caaggt t gggt g
aact ggt t gat gggct acct caact gccaagt cat ccaccacct cttt ccgagcat gccg
cagttccgccagcccgaggt at ct cgccgcett cgt cgect t t gcgaaaaagt ggaacct c
aact acaaggt cat gacct acgccggt gcgt ggaaggcaacgct cggaaacct cgacaac
gt gggt aagcact act acgt gcacggccaacact ccggaaagacggcgt aa

SEQ ID No 4 OtD6 amino acid sequence

MCVET ENNDG  PTVE| AFDGE RERAEANVKLSAEKME PAALAKT FARRYWVI EGVEYDVT
DFKHPGGT VI FYAL SNTGADAT EAFKEFHHRSRKARKAL AAL PSRPAKTAKVDDAEM. QD
FAKVWRKEL ERDGFFKPSPAHVAYRFAEL AAMYAL GTYLMYARYVVSSVLVYACFFGARCG
WWOHEGCGHSSL TGNl WADKRI QAFTAGFGL AGSCDMANSMHANKHHAT PQKVRHDVDLDT T
PAVAFFNTAVEDNRPRG-SKYW. RLQAWIFI PVTSGLVL LFWWFFL HPSKALKGGKYEEL
VWWLAAHVI RTWI'T KAVTGFTAMQSYGLFLAT SW/SGCYLFAHFSTSHTHL DVVPADEHL
SWRYAVDHTI DI DPSQGW/NW.MGYLNCQVI HHL FPSMPQFROPEVSRRFVAFAKKWNL
NYKVMT YAGAVKAT LGNL DNVGKHYYVHGOHSCGKTA*

PCT/GB2013/052553
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SEQ ID No 5 OtD6Pt nucleic acid sequence optimised codon

ggt accaagct t gat at caccaaaat gt gt gt cgaaacggaaaacaacgat ggaat ccccacgg
t cgaaat t gcct t t gat ggagaacgcgaacgcgccgaagccaacgt caagct ct ccgccgaaaa
gat ggaacccgccgect t ggccaagacct t cgcccgt cget acgt cgt cat t gaaggt gt cgaa
t acgat gt caccgact t caagcacccgggaggt acggtcatcttttacgccct ct ccaacaccg
gagccgacgccacggaagcct t caaggaat tt caccaccgtt cccgcaaggcccgt aaggecct
cgccgect t gcecct cgcgeccggeccaagaccgecaaggt cgacgat gccgaaat get t caggat
tt cgccaagt ggcgt aaggaact cgaacgcgacggcettctttaagccct ccccggeccacgt cg
cctaccgttttgccgaact cgccgecat gt acgeccctt ggaacct acct cat gt acgcccgtta
cgtcgtctcctcggtcttggtctacgectgettctttggt gccecget gt ggat gggt ccageac
gaaggcggacact cct cgct caccggaaacat t t ggt gggat aagcgt at ccaagectt cacgg
ccggatttggtttggccgget ccggagacat gt ggaact cgat gcacaacaagcaccacgcecac
cccccagaaggt ccgt cacgacat ggat ct cgacaccacgccggccgt cgecttctttaacacc
gccgt cgaagat aaccgt ccccgeggat t ct ccaagt act gget t cgt ct ccaagect ggacct
tcattcccgtcacgtccggtttggtcctcttgttttggatgttctttcttcacccgt cgaaggce
cct caagggt ggcaagt acgaagaat t ggt ct ggat gct t gccgcccacgt cat t cgt acct gg
acgat caaggccgt caccggt t t cacggccat gcagt cct acggettgtttcttgccacct cct
gggt ct cgggt t gct acct ctt cgcccacttttccacct cgcacacgcact t ggat gt cgt ccc
cgccgacgaacacct tt cct gggt ccget acgecgt cgaccacaccat t gacat t gacccgt cg
cagggat gggt caact ggct cat gggt t act t gaact gt caagt cat ccaccacct ctt cccct
ccat gccgcagt tt cgt caacccgaagt ct cgegt cgctt cgt cgect tt gccaagaagt ggaa
ct t gaact acaaggt cat gacct acgccggagcct ggaaggccacgct t ggaaacct t gat aac
gt cggaaagcact act acgt ccacggccagcact cgggaaagaccgcct aagagct cggt accc

t cgag

SEQ ID No 6 OtD6 amino acid sequence optimised codon

MCVET ENNDG  PTVEI AFDGE RERAEANVKLSAEKME PAALAKT FARRYWI EGVEYDVT
DFKHPGGTVI FYAL SNTGADATEAFKEFHHRSRKARKAL AAL PSRPAKTAKVDDAEM-QD
FAKVWRKEL ERDGFFKPSPAHVAYRFAEL AAMYAL GT YL MYARYVVSSVLVYACFFGARCG
WWOHEGCHSSL TGNl WADKRI QAFT AGFGL AGSCDMANSMHNKHHAT POKVRHDVDLDT T
PAVAFFNTAVEDNRPRG-SKYW. RLQAWTFI PVTSGLVL L FWWMFFLHPSKAL KGGKYEEL
VWWLAAHVI RTWI'T KAVTGFTAMISYCGLFLAT SWSGCYLFAHFSTSHTHL DVVPADEHL
SWRYAVDHTI DI DPSQGW/NW.MGYLNCQVI HHL FPSMPOQF RQPEVSRRFVAFAKKWAL
NYKVMTYAGAVKAT L GNL DNVGKHYYVHGOHSGKTA

SEQ ID No 7 A6-desaturase nucleic acid from Ostreococcus RCC809

at gcgcgt cgaaacggaggacgacaacgt t ccgacggt caccgt cggact gt cggaggag
agcgacgggat gaagggggcgagaaaccccggggcgcgggcgt ggaaat cgacgcet cgag
ccgcacgcggt ggccaagt cgt t cgat cgacggt gggt caaggt t gacggcegt cgagt ac
gacgt cacggat ttt aagcat ccgggt ggat ct gt gattt att acat gct gt cgaacacc



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

WO 2014/053821 PCT/GB2013/052553

62
ggagcggacgcgacggaggcgt t caaagagtt teat tat cggt cgaaaaaggcgagaaag
gcgtt ggcggegt t gccgcagecgecgagecggaggacgcegt cgccagt ggaagacgcgaat
at gt t gaaggat t t cgcgaaat ggcgcaaagat t t ggagcgcgagggt tt ctt t aaaccg
t cgccggegceacgt ggegt acagat t cgcggaact cgcggcecat gt t cgcget cgggacg
gcgt t gat gt acgct cgat ggcacgccacct cagt ctt cgt caccgegt gectttttcggce
gcgcggt gcggt t gggt gcaacacgagggt ggt cacagct cgct gacggggagceat t t gg
t gggacaagcgaat ccaagcgtt caccgccggt t t cggat t agcat cgagcggcgacat g
t ggaacct cat gcacaacaagcaccacgccact ccgcaaaaggt gcgacacgacat ggac
ct cgacaccacgccggcggt ggecct t ctt caacact gcggt cgaggaaaaccgt ccgegce
aagttcagt aagtt at ggtt gcgcgt gcaggcgt ggacgt t cgt cccggt cacct ct ggt
ttggtgttgct cgect ggat gt acct ctt gcat ccgagacacat t gct cgccgt aaaaac
t acgaagaggct gcgt ggat cgt cgccgcgcacgt cat ccgcacgt cggt cat caaagcc
gt gaccggtt act cct ggat cacgt gct acggttt gttctt gt ccaccat gt gggt gagce
ggctgct acctctttgcgcacttct ccacgt ct cacacgcacct cgacgt cgttccgagce
gat aagcat ct ct ct t gggt gcgat acgccgt cgaccacaccat cgacat cgacccgagc
aagagcgt cgt caact ggt t gat gggt t acct gaact gccaggt cat ccat cacttgttt
ccggacat gcct cagt t ccgt cagcccgaagt ct ct cgecgettcgtctccttt gcgaaa
aagt ggaacct caat t acaaggt cat gagct act acggcgcgt ggaaggccacct t cggt
aactt gaacgaggt cggcaagcact at t acat ccaaggt t ct caaat cacgaagaagacg

gt gt aa

SEQ ID No 8 A6-desaturase amino acid from Ostreococcus RCC809

MRVETEDDNVPTVTVGL SEESDGVKGARNPGARAVKSTL EPHAVAKSFDRRWKVDGVEYDVTD
FKHPGGSVI YYM. SNTGADATEAFKEFHYRSKKARKAL AAL PQREPEDASPVEDANM. KDFAKW
RKDL EREGFFKPSPAHVAYRFAEL AAMFAL GTAL MYARVWHAT SVFVTACFFGARCGWQHEGGH
SSLTGSI WADKRI QAFTAGFGLASSGDMAKL MHNKHHATPQKVRHDIVDL DTTPAVAFFNTAVEE
NRPRKFSKL . RVQAWTFVPVTSGL VL LAWMYL LHPRHI ARRKNYEEAAW VAAHVI RTSVI KA
VTGYSW TCYGLFLSTMAVSGCYL FAHFSTSHTHL DVWPSDKHL SVWRYAVDHTI DI DPSKSWV
NWLMGYLNCQVI HHL FPDVPQFRQPEVSRRFVSFAKKWAL NYKVIVBYYGAVWKATFGNL NEVGKH
YYI QGSQ TKKTV

SEQ ID No 9 A6-desaturase (Ost809A6) nucleic acid from Ostreococcus RCC809

codon optimised for expression in T.pseudonana

at gcgt gt ggaaaccgaagacgat aat gt gccaact gt t act gt gggat t gt cagaggagt ccg
at ggaat gaagggagcaaggaaccccggagcacgt gct t ggaagt cgacgt t ggagccgcacgce
cgt ggcaaagt cat t cgat cgt aggt gggt t aaggt t gacggagt cgaat acgacgt aact gat
tt caagcat cccggaggat cagtt at ct act at at gct t t ct aacaccggagct gat gccact g
aggctttcaaggaatttcact at cgt agt aagaaggccaggaaggcact t gct gccct cccaca
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acgt gagcct gaagacgct t cgccagt cgaggat gccaat at gct caaggact t cgcaaagt gg
cgt aaggat t t ggagagggaaggat t ct t t aagccaagt cct gct cacgt ggcct accgtttcg
ccgaact cgcagct at gttt gcttt gggaact gccctt at gt at gcacgt t ggcat gct acgt c
tgtcttcgtaacagcctgtttctttggagcaaggt gt ggat gggt gcaacacgagggaggacat
tcttccttgaccggat ccat ct ggt gggat aagegt att caggcatt cact gct ggattt ggac
tt gccagt t cgggagacat gt ggaacct cat gcacaat aagcaccat gcaacgccacaaaaagt
t aggcat gat at ggacct cgat accact cct gcagt ggctttctttaacacagct gtt gaggaa
aat cgt cct aggaagt t ct ct aagt t gt ggctt cgt gt ccaggecct ggacctttgtgeccecgtta
cttccggattggtactcttggcat ggat gt accttctccacccgegt cat at cgct cgt aggaa
gaact at gaggaagccgcat ggat t gt ggct gcccat gt t at caggacct ccgt cat t aaggct
gt aacgggat acagt t ggat cacat gt t at ggact ctt ct t gt cgact at gt gggt ct caggat
gctacctcttcgctcacttttcaacgtct cacacacatttggacgt ggttccatct gataagca
cctttcctgggt gcgttacgecgttgat cat accat cgacattgatccttccaagagtgtcgta
aact ggct cat gggat at t t gaact gt caggt t at ccaccattt gtt ccccgacat gccgcaat
tt cgt cagcccgaagt cagt cgt aggt t cgt at cgt t t gccaagaagt ggaacctt aatt acaa
ggt cat gt ct t act at ggagcct ggaaggcaacct t cggaaat ct caacgaagt cggaaagcac
t act acat ccaaggaagt caaat cacaaagaagacggtttag

SEQ ID No 10 A6-desaturase amino acid from Ostreococcus RCC809 codon optimised

VRVETEDDNVPTVTVGL SEESDGVKGARNPGARAVKST L EPHAVAKSFDRRW/KVDGVEY
DVTDFKHPGGSVI YYM.SNTGADAT EAFKEFHYRSKKARKAL AAL POREPEDASPVEDAN
M. KDFAKWRKDL EREGFFKPSPAHVAYRFAEL AAMFAL GTALMYARWHAT SVFVTACFFG
ARCGW/COHEGGHSSL TGSl WADKRI QAFTAGFGL ASSGDMANL MHNKHHAT POKVRHDVD
L DT TPAVAFFNTAVEENRPRKFSKLW. RVQAW FVPVTSGLVL LAWMYL L HPRHI ARRKN
YEEAAW VAAHVI RTSVI KAVTGYSW TCYGLFLSTMAWSGCYLFAHFSTSHTHLDVVPS
DKHLSW/RYAVDHT| DI DPSKSVVNW.-MGYLNCQVI HHL FPDVPQFRQPEVSRRFVSFAK
KWALNYKVMSY YGAVWKAT FCNLNEVGKHYY | QGSQI TKKTV

SEQ No. 11 Ad-desaturase from E. huxleyi (EhD4) codon-optimized for expression in
Arabidopsis

at gggaggcgccggcgcgagcgaggcet gaacggcccaagt ggaccacgat ccacgggcggcacg
t cgat gt gt caaagtt ccgccacccgggt gggaacat cat cgagcet ctt ct at ggcat ggact c
gacgagcgcgt t cgagcagt t ccacggccaccacaagggcgegt ggaagat gct caaggcgct g
ccgaccaaggaggt cgaccccgccgacgt gccgcagcagceccgcecaggagcacgt t gccgagat ga
cgcggct gat gacgt cgt ggcgcgagegeggcect cttt aagccgegecccgt cgect cgggeat
ctacggt ct cgccgt cgt cget gecat cgt cgegt gcat cgect gcgecgecgecacgegecggt g
ct gagcgggat cgggct eggcaget gct gggcgeagt gcggcett cct gcagcacat gggegggc
accgcgagt ggggggt gcggt act cctt cct cct gcagcactt ctt cgagggcct cct caaggg
cgggt ccgcct cgt ggt ggcgcaaccgccacaacaagcat cacgcaaagact aacgt gct cggce
gaggacggcgacct gcggacgact cccttcttcgect gggacccgacgct cgccaagaaggttc
cagact ggt cgct caagacgcaggccttcaccttcct ccccgecct cggagegt acgt cttt gt
ctttgccttcacgat ccgcaagt at gccgt cgt caagaagcet ct ggcacgagct cgcact cat g

at cgcgcact acgcgat gt t ct act acgcgct gcagcet cgeccggt gegt cgect cggcageggec
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tcgecttttact gcaccggcet acgect ggcaaggeat ct acct cggettcttcttcggectgtce
ccact t cgcggt cgagcgagt cccct ccaccgcecacct ggct cgagt cgt ccat gat cggcacc
gt cgact ggggaggct cct ccgect ttt gcggcet acgt ct ccggcet t cct caacat ccagat cg
agcaccacat ggcgccgcagat gccgat ggagaacct gcgccagat ccgecgeccgact gcaaggce
gagcgcggagaagct cgggct t ccct at cgcgagcet ct cct t cgccggegeggt caaget gat g
at ggt cggcct ct ggcgcacggggagggacgaget gcaget gcget ccgacaggcgeaagt act
cgcgcacccaggcect acat ggcggecgcect cggcggt ggt ggagaacct caaggcggact ag

SEQ No. 12 A4-desaturases from E. huxleyi codon-optimized for expression in

Arabidopsis

MGNGNL PASTAQLKSTSKPQROHEHRT SKSEL AQHNT PKSAWCAVHST PAT DPSHSNNKCQHAH
LVLDI TDFASRHPGGDL| LLASGKDASVLFETYHPRGVPTSLI QKLQ GVMEEEAFRDSFYSWI
DSDFYTVLKRRVVERL EERGL DRRGSKEI W KALFLLVGFWYCLYKMYTTSDI DQYG Al AYSI
GVIGTFAAFI GTCl QHDGNHGAFAQNKLLNKLAGAM LDM GASAFTWEL QHMLGHHPYTNVL DGV
EEERKERGEDVAL EEKDQESDPDVFSSFPL MRMHPHHT TSWYHKYQHL YAPPL FALMTLAKVFQ
QDFEVATSGRLYHI DANVRYGSVWWVMRFWAMKVI TMGYMMGLPI YFHGVLRGVGLFVI GHLAC
GELLATMFI VNHVI EGVSYGTKDLVGGASHGDEKKI VKPTTVLGDTPMVEKTREEAL KSNSNNNK
KKGEKNSVPSVPFNDWAAVQCOT SYNWSPGSWFWAHFSGGL SHQ EHHLFPSI CHTNYCHI QDV
VESTCAEYGVPYQSESNLFVAYCKM SHL KFL GKAKCE*

SEQ ID No. 13 D4-desaturase from Thalassiosira pseudonana nucleic acid

at gggcaacggcaacct cccagcat ccaccgcacagct caagt ccacct cgaagccccagcagce
aacat gagcat cgcaccat ct ccaagt ccgagct cgcccaacacaacacgcccaaat cagcat g
gt gt gccgt ccact ccact cccgeccaccgacccat cccact ccaacaacaaacaacacgcacac
ct agt cct cgacattaccgactttgcgt cccgeccat ccagggggagacct cat cct cct cget't
ccggcaaagacgcct cggt get gt t t gaaacat accat ccacgt ggagt t ccgacgt ct ct cat
t caaaagct gcagat t ggagt gat ggaggaggaggcgt t t cgggatt cgt ttt acagt t ggact
gattctgacttttatactgtgttgaagaggagggtt gt ggagcggt t ggaggagagggggt t gg
acaggaggggat cgaaagagattt ggat caaggctttgttcttgttggttggattttggtactg
ttt gtacaagat gt at act acgt cggat at t gat cagt acggt att gccattgcctattctatt
ggaat gggaacctttgcggcatt cat cggcacgt gt at t caacacgat ggaaat cacggt gcat
t cgct cagaacaagt t act caacaagt t ggct gggt ggacgt t ggat at gat t ggt gcgagt gc
gtttacgt gggagct t cagcacat gct ggggceat cat ccat at acgaat gt gt t ggat ggggt g
gaggaggagaggaaggagaggggggaggat gt t gct t t ggaagaaaaggat caggaat cagat ¢
cagacgtattctcctccttccctct cat gagaat gcat ccccaccat acaacct cat ggt at ca
t aaat accaacacct ct acgct ccacccctcttt gcatt gat gacactt gccaaagt attccaa
caggattttgaagttgccacat ccggacgatt at at cat at t gat gccaat gt acgtt at ggt t
cggt at ggaat gt cat gaggt t t t gggct at gaaggt cat t acgat gggat at at gat gggat t
accaat ctactttcat ggagt act gaggggagttggattgtttgttattgggcatttggcgt gt
ggagagt t gt t ggcgacgat gttt at t gt gaat cacgt cat t gagggt gt gagt t at ggaacga
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aggat t t ggt t ggt ggt gcgagt cat ggagat gagaagaagat t gt caagccaacgact gt at t
gggagat acaccaat ggaaaagact cgcgaggaggcat t gaaaagcaacagcaat aacaacaag
aagaagggagagaagaact cggt accat ccgt t ccat t caacgact gggcagcagt ccaat gcc
agacct ccgt gaat t ggt ct ccaggct cat ggt t ct ggaat cactttt ct gggggactctctca
t cagatt gagcat cacttgttccccagcattt gt cat acaaact act gt cat at ccaggat gt t
gt ggagagt acgt gt gct gagt acggagt t ccgt at cagagt gagagtaatttgtttgttgett
at ggaaagat gatt agt cat tt gaagt t t t t gggt aaagccaagt gt gagt ag

SEQ ID No. 14 D4-desaturase from Thalassiosira pseudonana amino acid acid

MGGAGASEAERPKWI T HGRHVDVSKFRHPGGNI | ELFYGVDST SAFEQFHGHHKGAVKM
L KAL PTKEVDPADVPQQPQEHVAEMI RLMI' SWRERGL FKPRPVASG YGLAVVAAI VAC
ACAPHAPVLSG GLGSCWAQCGFL QHMGGHREWGVRY SFL L QHFFEGL L KGGSASWARNR
HNKHHAKTNVL GEDGDL RTTPFFAVWDPTLAKKVPDWSLKTQAFT FLPALGAYVFVFAFTI
RKYAVWKKLVWHELALM AHYAMFYYAL QLAGASLGSCGLAFYCTGYAWE YLGFFFGALSH
FAVERVPSTATWLESSM GTVDWGGSSAFCGYVSGFLNI Q EHHVAPQVPMVENLRQ RAD
CKASAEKL GL PYREL SFAGAVKL MWG-WRT GRDEL QL RSDRRKYSRTQAYMAAASAVVE
NLKAD*

SEQ ID No. 15 A4-desaturase Ostreococcus RCC809 nucleic acid

at gccgacgact cgat cgcgcgegegegt gacgacgccccct cgcgagacgccgacgagagega
acaccgt cgccgcegct cgat cccgagcgcaagt acacgegceat t cgcggcegt cgt gt acgacgt
cacggat ttcgccagccgt cat ccgggt ggcgecgcaat t gt t at cget gt gcgt ggggagagac
gccaccat cct ggt ggagagt cat cacct t cgt ccggaggt ggt gcaaaagt acct gaagacgc
tt cccgt ggt ggagggecgecggegggggcegt t cgggeccgaggagacgt t t ccgaaaccgcet cga
ctcggat tt gt accgaaagat t caggggcgcegt t cgt aaagagat cgt cgaaccgt t gaagat g
acgcgcggacgcgagccgcacgggcgaggct ggt gcgt gt t ggacgccggggt ggt gt t ggcet t
tcttcgegttcgegtt gggagt ct att ggaagacgccgacggt ggcgacggggt gect gt t ggg
gct cgcecgggt act ggagcggecaccggat t gcaacacacggcgaaccacggt ggat t ggcgaag
agt gggttttggaat cagttttggggat ggct cgggaacgacgt cgccat cgggaagagcet cgg
t ggagt ggagat at cat cacat ggt gagccaccact cgt at t gcaacgacgcggacct cgat ca
agacgt gt acaccgcgct gccgettcttcgttt ggacccgt cccaggagtt gaagt ggttccac
cgct accaagcgtt ct acgcgecgcet gat gt ggccgat gt t gt ggct cgccgegeagt tt ggeg
acgcgcaaaat att t t agt ggat aaggcgt ct ccgggcgt cgagt acaagggcct cat gaagct
cgaagt cgcgct gt acgttctcggaaagtttttgecattttagettgttget cggegtaccggec
tacttgcacgggtttgcgaacgccat cgt gccgttcat cgcgt acggt gcgttcggttcegttcg
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tcctgtgectggtttttcat cgt cagt cacaactt ggaggegtt gaccccaat caat ct gagcaa
at ccacgaagaat gact ggggcgcgt ggcaaat cgaaact t ccgegt cct ggggcaacggcettc
tggagctttttctccggecgggtt gaattt gcaaat cgagcaccacttgttcccgggttgecgege
acaactt gt acccgaagat ggt t cccat cat caaggaagagt gcgaaaaggct ggcgt cacgt a
caccggttacggt gggt acttt ggtct ccttcccat cact cgggacat gtt cgegt actt gt ac

aaaat gggccgacaaagcaaaaagt cggcgt aa

SEQ ID No. 16 Ad-desaturase Ostreococcus RCC809 amino acid

MPTTRSRARVTTPPRETPTRANTVAAL DPERKYTRI RGVWYDVTDFASRHPGGAQLL SLCVGRD
ATl LVESHHLRPEVWQKYLKTLPVVEGAAGAFGPEETFPKPLDSDL YRKI QGRVRKEI VEPLKM
TRCGREPHCRGACVL DAGYWLAFFAFALGVYWKTPTVATGCLL GLAGYWSGT GL QHTANHGGLAK
SGFVWNOQFWOW. GNDVAI CKSSVEVRY HHWSHHSYCNDADL DQDVYTAL PL L RL DPSQEL KWFH
RYQAFYAPL MAPMLW. AAQFGDACQNI LVDKASPGVEYKGLMKLEVAL YVLGKFLHFSLLLGVPA
YLHGFANAI VPFI AYGAFGSFVLCWFFI VSHNLEAL TPl NLSKSTKNDWGAWQ ET SASWENGF
WEFFSGGLNLQ EHHLFPGCAHNL YPKMVPI | KEECEKAGVTYTGYGGYFGLLPI TRDMFAYLY

KMGRQSKKSA*

SEQ ID No. 17 Ad-desaturase Ostreococcus RCC809 nucleic acid codon optimised

acid for expression in Pt

ggat ccggt accaagct t gat at caccaaaat gccaact act cgttctcgtgctcgtgttacta
ct ccacct cgt gaaact cct act cgt gct aat act gt t gct gct t t agat ccagaacgt aaat a
tacacgtattcgaggt gttgtatatgatgttactgattttgctagtcgacat ccaggt ggtgca
caattattatctttatgtgttggtcgtgatgctacaattttagtagaatcacatcatttacgac
cagaagtt gt acaaaaat at t t aaaaacat t acct gt t gt agaaggt gct gct ggt gcattt gg
t ccagaagaaacttttccaaaacctttagat agtgatttatat cgt aaaatt caaggtcgtgtt
cgaaaagaaat t gt agaaccat t aaaaat gacacgt ggt cgagaacct cat ggt cgt ggt t ggt
gtgttttagatgctggtgttgtattagetttctttgettttgeattaggtgtttattggaaaac
accaact gt agctactggttgtttattaggtttagcaggttattggtctggtacaggtttacaa
cat act gct aat cat ggt ggt t t agcaaaat caggt t t t ggaat caat t t t ggggt t ggt t agg
aaat gat gt t gct at t ggt aaat caagt gt agaat ggcgt t at cat cat at ggt t t cacat cat
agttattgtaatgatgctgatttagatcaagatgtttatacagcattaccattattacgtttag
atccttcacaagaatt aaaat ggtttcatcgttatcaagcattttatgcacctttaatgtggcc
tatgttatggttagctgcacaatttggt gat gctcaaaatattttagttgat aaagcaagtcca
ggt gt agaat at aaaggt t t aat gaaatt agaagtt gctttat at gt at t aggaaaattttta
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catttttctttattattaggtgttcctgcatatttacatggttttgctaatgcaattgtaccat
ttattgcttatggtgcatttggttcatttgttttatgttggtttttcattgtaagtcataattt
agaagcattaacaccaattaatttat ct aaat caact aaaaat gatt ggggt gctt ggcaaatt
gaaact agt gcat ctt ggggt aatggtttttggtcatttttctcaggtggtttaaatttacaaa
ttgaacatcatttatttcctggttgtgctcataatttatatccaaaaatggttcctattattaa
agaagaat gt gaaaaagcaggt gttacat atactggttatggtggttattttggtttattacca
attactcgtgatatgtttgcttatttatataaaat gggtcgtcaatct aaaaaatctgcttaag

agct cggt accct cgagt ct aga

SEQ ID No. 18 A4-desaturase Ostreococcus RCC809 amino acid codon optimised

acid for expression in Pt

MPTTRSRARVTTPPRETPTRANTVAALDPERKYTRI RGYWYDVTDFASRHPGGAQLL SLCVGRD
ATl LVESHHL RPEVVKXYLKTLPWEGAAGAFGPEETFPKPLDSDL YRKI QGRVRKEI VEPLKM
TRGREPHGRGWCVL DAGYWLAFFAFAL GVYWKTPTVATGCLLGLAGYWSGT GL QHTANHGGELAK
SGFVWNQFWGAL GNDVAI CKSSVEVWRY HHWSHHSYCNDADL DQDVYTAL PL L RL DPSQEL KWFH
RYQAFYAPL MAPMLW. AAQFGDANI LVDKASPGVEYKGLMKLEVAL YVLGKFLHFSLLLGVPA
YLHGFANAI VPFI AYGAFGSFVLCWFFI VSHNLEAL TPI NLSKSTKNDWGAWQ ETSASWENGF
WEFFSGELNLQ EHHLFPGCAHNL YPKMVPI | KEECEKAGVTYTGYGGY FGLLPI TRDMFAYLY

KMGRQSKKSA*

SEQ ID No. 19 A6-elongase from Fragilariopsis cylindrus nucleic acid

ccat ggggt accgat at caccaaaat ggacgagt acaaagcaact ct t gaat ct gt
t ggggat gct at cat ccaat gggcagat cct gaaagt cagtt caccgggtt caeca
agggat ggttcttgacagatttcacatctgcgtttagtattgcacttgtatacgtc
ttatttgtcatcattggttctcaagtgatgaaagtcttacctgctattgatccgta
cccaatcaagtttttttacaat gtatcacaaattatgctgtgtgcttacatgacga
tt gaagcat gt ct gt t agcgt accgt aacggat acact at cat gccat gt gt cgga
t acaat agagat gat ccagcaattggaaatcttttatggttattttatgtttcaaa
agtttgggatttttgggataccatctttatcgttttggggaagaagt ggagacaac
tttctttccttcacgtttaccatcataccaccatctttttgttctactggcttaac
gcgaatgtcttttatgatggtgatatttatcttaccattgctctgaatggtttcat
ccatactgttatgtacacatactactttatctgtatgcatactaaagacaagaaaa
ct ggaaaat cgcttcctat ct ggt ggaaatcatctttgactttgttgcaattgttt
cagttcattaccat gat gt cacagggcttataccttatcatttttggttgtgaatc



10

15

20

25

30

35

WO 2014/053821 PCT/GB2013/052553

68

actttctatccgagtcactgcgacatacgttgtttacatattgtcacttttctttt

tgtttgcgcaattcttcgttgeatcttacat gcaacct aagaaat cgaagact gec

t aagagct cggt acct t aatt aa

SEQ ID No. 20 A6-elongase from Fragilariopsis cylindrus amino acid

VDEYKATLESVGDAI | QANADPESQFTGFTKGWFL TDFTSAFSI ALVYVLFVI | GSQVWKVL PAI
DPYPI KFFYNVSQ MLCAYMT|I EACLLAYRNGYTI MPCVGYNRDDPAI GNLLW.FYVSKVWDFW

DT FI VLGKKWRQLSFLHVYHHTTI FLFYWLNANVFYDGDI YLTI ALNGFI HTVMYTYYFI CVH

TKDKKTGKSLPI WAKSSLTLLQLFQFI TMVBQGLYLI | FGCESLSI RVTATYWYI LSLFFLFA
QFFVASYMQPKKSKTA

SEQ ID No. 21 Ad-desurase from Fragilariopsis cylindrus nucleic acid

1

61
121
181
241
301
361
421
481
541
601
661
721
781
841
901
961
1021
1081
1141
1201
1261
1321

ATGGCACCCGACGCCGATCACAAGCT GAGACAGCGCCGTCTAAAAGGCGACGAAGT TTGT
ATCGAT GGAATTATCTATCGATATATCAT CCTTCGAGCAT CCGGGTGGT GCATACTATCGRAC
GTATTTGGT GGAAACGAT GCAACAAT TCAGTACAAAAT GAT TCACCCGTACCATACCACG
AAGCAT TTAGAAAAAAT GAAGGTAGT TGGTAAAGT TCCAGACTACTACT CAGAAT ACRAA
TGGGATACACCCTTCGAACGT GAAATGAAACGT GAGGTATTTAAAAT TGTACGACGT GGA
CAAGAATTTGGTACAAATGGATATTTTTTCCGTGCCATTTCGTATATTGCTATGITTTTT
TAT CTGCRATATTTAT GGAT GCRAGAATCTTCCTACACGT TAGCCAT CGTATACGGGAT T
AGTATGGGATTGATTGGACT GAATGT CCAGCAT GATGCGAACCACGGAGCTGCATCGAAA
AAAGT GTGGGTGAATGACCT CCTAGGAT TGGGAGCAGACT TTATCGGAGGATCGAAATGG
TTGT GGAT GGAAAAACA TTGGACGCAT CAT GCTTTTACAAACCAT CGAGAAAAGGAT CCa
GATGGGT TAGCAGCGGAACCTTTCCTATTGT TCAACGACTACGACT TGTCGAGT TCCAAA
CGTGCTGGATATCATGCATACCAAGGAATTTATTTAGTCCTATTATTGTGTGGGTATTGG
CTTTCGGCAATTATTGATATACCTGTAATTTGGAATCTACAAGATCGTGGTGCCCTTACG
GTAGGAATCCAGCTGGATAACGAT TGGAT TGCTAGT CGAAGAAAGTACGCGGT TAGTCTT
CGAATCTTATACCTCTTTTGTAACATCGTCGT TCCTCTCTATAACAATTTCTCCTGGACA
ACCGTGAGTCATATCAATGTAATGCGAATTTGTGGTAGCCTTACATTAGGACTACTTTTT
ACCTTGTCGCACRATTTTGAGAAT GTAGAT CGAGAT CCTACCAATCTGAACTTAAATGAA
ACAGAAGAACCTGI TTGCTGGT TCAAATCTCAAGTAGAAACTTCTTCAACATACGGGEGEGEC
ATGATATCCGGATGGT TAACCGECGGATTAAACTTTCAGGT TGAGCACCATTTATTCCCG
AGAATGTCTAGTGCTTGGTATCCATTTATTGCACCAAAAGT TCGTGAAATTTGCAAAAAG
CACGGAGT TCGTTACGTATACTATCCAT GGT TGT TGCAAAATATGTATTCGACGT TGAAG
TACACCCACGAGGT TGGTGTCGGCTCACAT TGGAAGGATAATCCTTTTAAGGGTGAAATG
TAG
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SEQ ID No. 22 Ad-desurase from Fragilariopsis cylindrus amino acid
1 MAPDADHKLRQRRLKGDEVCI DG | YDI SSFEHPGGDTI NVFGGNDATI QYKM HPYHTT
61 KHLEKMKWGKVPDYYSEYKWDTPFEREMKREVFKI VRRGQEFGTNGYFFRAI SYI AMFF
121 YLQYLWWMQESSYTLAI VYG SMGLI GLNVQHDANHGAASKKVWADL L GL GADFI GGSKW
181  LWWVEKHWIHHAFTNHREKDPDGLAAEPFLLFNDYDLSSSKRAGYHAYQG YLVLLLCGYW
241 LSAI | DI PVI WNLQDRGALTVG QLDNDW ASRRKYAVSLRI LYLFCNI WPL YNNFSWI
301 TVSH NVM3 CGSLTLGLLFTLSHNFENVDRDPTNLNLNETEEPVCWFKSQVETSSTYGG
361 M SGW.TGGLNFQVEHHLFPRVBSAWYPFI APKVREI CKKHGVRYVYYPW.LQNMYSTLK
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421  YTHEVGVGSHWKDNPFKGEM

SEQ ID No. 23 P. patens PpHUPI L codon-optimised for expression in Phaeodactylum

tricornutum

ATGGCA]:GBGGGBGGT GTI'CGT TACGGECGGEEEGAGAT CAAGCACT ACCCCGEECCGAACAACC
TTCT 'I(?'I%GT GATTATGGTCTGTATAGT GGCGGCAT CCCGAGGT CTCATGT TCGGATACGAT
GI' Cé(z_‘:iATTTCAGGG(IST GICACGTCTATGGACGAATTTTTGGCGAAATTTTTTCCTGCG
GI' G'Il' '?'é&:GAAGAAGCGAGCAGAGGCA(IIT TCGGAGAGCGCCTACTGCAAGTATGATGAC
CAGii(lI:T GCAAGCCTTCACATCGTCGCTGTACATTTCCGCACTCGTGTCGACATTCTTC
TCG'I?: géT ACACCACCAGGCACTACGGECCGTAAATTTACCATGCTCATAGCTGGT TTCGCC
TTC'I?: g(l:T TCGGCGT CATCTTCACCGCCGCT GCGCAAGAAAT CATCATGCTAAT CATAGSG
C&é‘%éUCCTGI;TTGGX;FGFCGEATTC(IITMCCAGGITGTTCCGFTGFACUUCC
GAA:'?'%BGCACCCT CCAAGT GECGAGGT GCGCTCAACATCCTCTTCCAATTGGECGGTGACC
ATT(E;éClIATCCT GI'TCGCCAGT CTCGT GAACTACGGCACAGAGAAGAT GECTCGCAACGEG
TGGgg'}' GITTCCCTCGCCAT CGCCGECCTGCCTGCGATCTTCATCACCCT CGGAGGATTA
CT Cg'(ls' (lBCCAGACACACCGAATTCCCT CGT GCAACGCGGECAAGCACGAGAGCGCCCGCCAG
GI' CZ?'?' i\CGCAGGATTCGT GGCGTCGACAACATTGAGGAAGAGT TCGACGACATCCTCATT
GCCZ\(SS'T' AACGAAGCCGCCT CCGT GAAGCACCCCT TCCGCAATATCT TGAAACGCCGCAAC
CGCgé':IL' CAGCTGGTCATCTCCATGECTCTTCAGI TTTTCCAGCAATTCACTGGAATTAAT
GCT 2'?'}'ATG'I' TTTACGCGCCCTGICTTGI TCCAGACGCT GCGAT TCGEGAGT TCCGCTTCA
CcT T'?zéT CTGCTGI CATCGT TGGAGCCGT GAAT GT GCTGGECCACT TGCGT CGCTATCGCT
GI 'Il'g'f' (13GATCGATTCGGT CGACGATGGT TGCTCTTGGAAGCT TGCATCCAAATGTTCTTA
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GCACAGACGGECGATTGCAATTATCCTGGECGECCEGEAT TGAAGGGEGACCGAGAT GCCGGAG
TA'I%(:;‘: éGGATGGATCGCC{ST GGTATTGATTTGCGTGTACGTGTCTTCTTTCGECGTGGTCT
TGCliCZSg’Il' CCACTTGGATGGT TGATTCCAAGT GAGATTTTCCCCT TGGAGACGCGT TCAGCA
CI;‘CliziziGCCATCACGGT GICGACCAACATGGTCTTCACCTTCCTCATCGCGCAAGIGITC
CTé'?éiATGFTGTCﬁ@GTTCAAGTGMATCTTCCFCTTCFTCGZC@GFCIBTGBTG
GTI éi?él’ TCCTTTTTACGTACTTTTTAATTCCCGAGACGAAGGGECAT CCCCATCGAGGAG
ATC1§(434A"Il'CT CGTGT GGACCAAGCACT GGTTCTGGAAGCGCTACGT CCCCTACCCTGAGACT
1501

CTCGCTCACACCAGCGGECATCCCCAT GGGAGATATGAAGGT CAGCAAGCTGGAGAATGEC
1561 TCCGCAAATGGCCACAAACTGTAA

SEQ ID No. 24 Deduced pol ypeptide sequence of PpHUPIL

1 MAGGGWTACEI KHYPGRTTFFVI M/Cl VAASGGELMFGYDVG SGGVTSMVDEFLAKFFPA

VE&KKRAEAASESAYCKYDDQ(LQAFTSSLYI SALVSTFFSSYTTRHYCRKFTM.I AGFA
Ilzé:lL:G/I FTAAACEI | M1 | GRVLLGAGVGFANQAVPL YL SEMAPSKWRGALNI LFQLAVT
Ilfé-‘.-:lL LFASLVNYGTEKMARNGWRVSLAI AGLPAI FI TLGGE.LLPDTPNSL VQRGKHESARQ
\Z/LL1 ;RI RGVDNI EEEFDDI LI ASNEAASVKHPFRNI LKRRNRPQLVI SMALQFFQQFTA N
idoli/FYAPVL FQTLGFGSSASL YSAVI VGAVNVLATCVAI AVWDRFGRRWL.LLEACI QVFL
361

AQTAI Al | LAAGLKGTEMPEYLGW AWLI CVYVSSFAVWABWGPLGALI PSEI  FPLETRSA

421
GQAI TVSTNWFT FLI AQVFLSM.CAFKWSE FLFFAAW/MWVMFLFTYFLI PETKG PI EE
481 MDLVW KHWFWKRYVPYPETLAHTSG PMGDIVKVSKL ENGSANGHKL -

SEQ ID No. 25 Honp sapi ens HsGLUTI codon-optimised for expression in

Phaeodact yl um tri cornutum

ATGGAC:%LCCCAGCAGCAAGAACIZT GACGGGT CGCCTCATGCTGECT GTGCGAGGAGCAGT G
CcT TGC6§ClIT CCCTGCAGI TTGGECTACAACACT GGAGT CATCAATGCCCCCCAGAAGGTGATC
GAGévi(lST TCTACAACCAGACAT GGGTCCACCGCTAT GGGGAGAGCAT CCTGCCCACCACG
CT C'Ol\géACGCT CTGGICCCTCTCAGTGECCATCTTTTCTGI TGGGEEECATGATTGECTCC
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TTC'IZ' é‘?’ GIGGCCCTTTTCGT TAACCGCT TTGGECCGECEGAATTCAATCCTGATGATGAAC
CTCE'?%HZCFTCGFGFCC&CGFGCTCATGGGCTTCTCGAMCTGB@AAGFCCTTTGAG
ATCI33'(I§ CliATCCT GGECCECTTCATCATCGGT GT GTACTGCGGCCTGACCACAGECTTCGT G
CCC:'IZ':CLST ATGTGCGTGAAGT GTCACCCACAGCCT TTCGT GEEECCCTGEGCACCCTGCAC
CACI43'IEE éC{SCATCGT CGTCGGCATCCTCATCGCCCAGGT GT TCGECCTGGACTCCATCATG
GGC:iéAAGGACCT GTGECCCCTGCTGCTGAGCATCATCTTCATCCCGECCCTCCTCCAG
TGC:'I(')(l?GT GCTGCCCT TCTGCCCCGAGAGT CCCCACT TCCTGCTCATCAACCGCAACGAG
GAGgi(l?CGGGCCAAGAGT GT GCTAAAGAAGCT GCGCCGEGACAGCT GACGT GACCCATGAC
CT CgiiéGAGATGAAGGAAGAGAGT CGGCAGAT GAT GCCGGAGAAGAAGGT CACCATCCTG
GACé'?éTTCCG:TC&CC&CTACC&CAGCCCATCUCATC@TGFCﬁT&:T@A&TG
TCC?IX&LSCAGCT GICTGGECATCAACCCTGTCTTCTATTACTCCACGAGCATCTTCGAGAAG
GCG(?‘:&lSGT GCAGCAGCCTGIT GTATGCCACCAT TGECTCCGGTATCGTCAACACGECCTTC
ACT é‘? éGT GICGCTGI TTGT GGT GGAGCGAGCAGGECCGEECEGACCCTGCACCTCATAGEC
CT Cllgé'}' GGCATGECEEGET TGT GCCATACT CATGACCAT CGCGCTAGCACT GCTGGAGCAG
CT iggé'l' GGATGTCCTATCTGAGCATCGTGGCCATCTTTGECTTTGTGECCTTCTTTGAA
GTI Cl-I(:'L;‘é'T' CCTGGCCCCATCCCATGGT TCATCGT GGCTGAACT CTTCAGCCAGGGT CCACGT
CCi(ZBg'T' GCCATTGCCGT TGCAGCCT TCTCCAACT GGACCTCAAATTTCATTGTGGGCATG
TG(lflz' 'Ib:(13CAGT ATGTGGAGCAACTGTGTGGTCCCTACGTCTTCATCATCTTCACTGTGCTC
CT Clig'lz' 'T'CT GITCTTCATCTTCACCTACTTCAAAGT TCCTGAGACTAAAGGCCGGACCTTC
GA'I%éiéATCGCT TCCGGCT TCCEECAGCGEEEGAGCCAGCCAAAGT GATAAGACACCCGAG
1441 GAGCTGITCCATCCCCTGEGEECTGATTCCCAAGTGTGA

SEQ ID No. 26 Deduced pol ypepti de sequence of HsG.UTI

IVEPSSI;LKLTGRLM_AVGGAVLGSLQ:GY NTGVI NAPCQKVI EEFYNQTW/HRYGESI LPTT

LTTL\?\gL SVAI FSVGGM GSFSVGEL FVNRFGRRNSMLMWNL LAFVSAVL MGFSKL CKSFE

MLI LlCZ-IéFI | GVYCGLTTGFVPMYVGEVSPTAFRGALGTLHQLG WG LI AQVFGLDSI M

G\IK[l)IE_;\:}\PLLLSI I FI PALLQCI VLPFCPESPRFLLI NRNEENRAKSVLKKLRGTADVTHD
241

L QEMKEESRQWWREKKVTI LELFRSPAYRQPI LI AWLQLSQQLSG NAVFYYSTS|  FEK

PCT/GB2013/052553
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301

AGVQRPVYATI GSA VNTAFTVWSLFVVERACRRTLHLI GLAGVAGCAI LMTI ALALLEQ
361

LPWVBYLSI VAI FGFVAFFEVGPGPI PWFI VAEL FSQGPRPAAI AVAGFSNWI SNFI VGM
421

CFQYVEQLCGPYVFI | FTVLLVLFFI FTYFKVPETKGRTFDElI ASGFRQGGASQSDKTPE
481 ELFHPLGADSQV-
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CLAIMS:

1. A transgenic microalgae with increased production of omega-3 LC-PUFAs.

2.

A transgenic microalgae according to claim 1 wherein the microalgae is a
diatom.
A transgenic microalgae according to claim 2 wherein the diatom is P.

tricornutum.

. A transgenic microalgae according to a preceding claim wherein the omega-3

LC-PUFA is selected from EPA or DHA.
A transgenic microalgae according to claim 4 wherein the omega-3 LC-PUFA is
DHA.

. A transgenic microalgae according to claim 5 wherein the increased DHA

content as a percentage of total fatty acids is increased by at least 1%, 3%, 4%,
5%, 6%, 7%, 8%, 9%, 10%, 11%, 12%, 13%, 14%, 15% or more compared to a
control microalgae.

A transgenic microalgae according to a preceding claim expressing a nucleic
acid encoding a A é-elongase.

A transgenic microalgae according to claim 7 wherein said nucleic acid
comprises SEQ ID No. 1 or a sequence that encodes for a Ad-elongase that
has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 95%, at least
96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 2.

A transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 7 to 9 wherein the
transgenic microalgae further comprises one or more nucleic acids encoding for

a polypeptide involved in regulation of the LC-PUFA pathway.

10. A transgenic microalgae according to claim 9 wherein said nucleic acid encodes

a AB-desaturase comprising SEQ ID No. 4 or 6 or a sequence that encodes for
a Ad-desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%,
at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to
SEQ ID No. 4 or 6.

11. A transgenic microalgae according to claim 9 wherein said nucleic acid encodes

a BA-desaturase comprising SEQ ID No. 8 or 10 or a sequence that encodes for
a 6A-desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%,
at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98% or at least 99% homology

to SEQ ID No. 8 or 10.
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A transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 1 to 4 wherein the omega 3-
fatty acid is EPA.

A transgenic microalgae according to claim 12 wherein said microalgae
expresses a nucleic acid that encodes a A6-desaturase.

A transgenic microalgae according to claim 12 wherein said nucleic acid
encodes a A-6desaturase comprising SEQ ID No. 4 or 6 or a sequence that
encodes for a AB-desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%,
at least 90%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least
99% homology to SEQ ID No. 4 or6.

A transgenic microalgae according to claim 12 wherein said nucleic acid
encodes a A6-desaturase comprising SEQ ID No. 8 or 10 or a sequence that
encodes for a AB-desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%,
at least 90%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98% or at least
99% homology to SEQ ID No. 8 or 10.

A transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 7 to 15 wherein said nucleic
acid further comprises a regulatory sequence.

The use of a transgenic microalgae according to a preceding claim in producing
omega-3 LC-PUFAs or increasing one or more omega-3 LC-PUFAs.

The use according to claim 17 wherein the omega-3 LC-PUFA is EPA or DHA.
The use according to claim 17 wherein the omega-3 LC-PUFAs is DHA.

A method for producing transgenic microalgae with increased omega-3 LC-
PUFAs content.

A method according to claim 20 wherein the omega-3 LC-PUFA is DHA and the
method comprises transforming a microalgae with a nucleic acid encoding a A5-
elongase.

A method according to claim 20 wherein the omega-3 LC-PUFA is EPA and the
method comprises transforming a microalgae with a nucleic acid encoding a A6-
desaturase.

A method for increasing production of one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA in
microalgae comprising

a) cultivating a transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 1to 16 under
conditions which allow for the production of one of more omega-3 LC-PUFAs
and

b) obtaining said one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA from the transgenic

microalgae.
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24. A method according to claim 23 wherein said omega-3 LC-PUFA is DHA and

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

the method comprises

a) cultivating a transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 5 to 11 or 16
under conditions which allow for the production of DHA and

b) obtaining said DHA from the transgenic microalgae.

A method according to claim 20 wherein said omega- 3 LC-PUFA is EPA and
the method comprises

a) cultivating a transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 12 to 16 under
conditions which allow for the production of EPA and

b) obtaining said EPA from the transgenic microalgae.

An oil isolated from a microalgae according to any of claims 1 to 16 or a
foodstuff, feedstuff, nutriceutical or cosmetic obtained from a microalgae
according to any of claims 1to 16.

A composition comprising a transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 1
to 16 or an oil according to claim 26.

A composition comprising a transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 1
to 16 for use as a medicament.

A composition comprising a transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 1
to 16 for use in the treatment or prevention of cardiovascular conditions,
including atherosclerosis, thrombosis, high blood pressure, myocardial infarction
and atherosclerosis, inflammatory conditions, depression, cognitive decline,
arthritis, eczema, metabolic syndrome and type 11 diabetes.

A transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 1 to 16 or a composition
comprising a transgenic microalgae according to any of claims 1 to 16 for use
as a foodstuff, feedstuff, nutriceutical or cosmetic.

A method for making a feedstuff comprising a) cultivating a transgenic
microalgae comprising a heterologous transgene as defined in any of claims 1-
16 under conditions which allow for the production of one of more omega-3 LC-
PUFAs and

b) obtaining said one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA from the transgenic

microalgae.

32. Anisolated nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID No. 7 or 9 encoding A6-desaturase

(Ost809A6) comprising SEQ ID No. 8 or 10, a functional variant thereof or a A6-

desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at
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least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to
SEQ ID No. 8 or 11.

An isolated nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID No. 15 or 17 encoding a A4-
desaturase (Ost809A4) comprising SEQ ID No.16 or 18, a functional variant
thereof or a A4-desaturase that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at
least 90%, at least 95%, at least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99%
homology to SEQ ID No. 16 or 18.

An isolated nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID No. 19 encoding A6-elongase
(FCELO6) comprising ID No. 20 a functional variant thereof or a A6-elongase
that has at least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 95%, at
least 96%, at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 20.
An isolated nucleic acid comprising SEQ ID No. 21 encoding Ad-desaturase
comprising ID No. 22 a functional variant thereof or a A6-elongase that has at
least 75%, at least 80%, at least 85%, at least 90%, at least 95%, at least 96%,
at least 97%, at least 98%, at least 99% homology to SEQ ID No. 22.

A vector comprising an isolated nucleic according to claim 32, 33, 34 and/or 35.

A host cell comprising a vector according to claim 36.

A host cell according to claim 37 wherein the host cell is an algae or higher
plant cell.

The use of an isolated nucleic according to claim 32, 33, 34 and/or 34 in
increasing the production of omega-3 LC-PUFAs in microalgae, the preparation
of a foodstuff, feedstuff, nutriceutical, cosmetic or medicament.

The use according to claim 39 wherein the omega-3 LC-PUFAs is EPA or DHA.

A method for increasing production of one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA in
microalgae comprising

a) cultivating a transgenic microalgae comprising a heterologous transgene
comprising one or more of the nucleic acids defined in claims 30, 31 or 32
under conditions which allow for the production of one of more omega-3 LC-
PUFAs and

b) obtaining said one of more omega-3 LC-PUFA from the transgenic

microalgae.

42. A transgenic organism with increased DHA levels expressing a heterologous

Ad-elongase.

43. A transgenic organism according to claim 42 wherein the Ad-elongase is a A5-

elongase from Ostreococcus tauri.
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44. A transgenic organism according to claim 42 and 43 wherein no other
heterologous transgenes involved in the regulation of the LC-PUFAs biosynthetic

pathway are expressed in said organism.
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