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Thapsia garganica, L, ; Sprengel, in 1807, to Ferulla.
tingitana, L, ; Link, in 1808, to Laserpitium gummi-
ferum, Desl, 3 the Dictionpaire o' Hixt, Naturelle, to
Ferula Asafectida ; while Mace, in his Mumdsmatiyne
de Pancienne Afripue” (1857), comes to the conelusion
that it is Laserpitinm Siler, L. In all the recently
revived controversies, the exhaustive memoir of the
late Prof. (Frsted, of Copenhagen, entitled, At
Bidrag tel Tydning af den i Oltiden under Navn af
Silfiton mege! anvéndte op hoit skattele, men scnere
forsmndue bryderplante (Remarks on the interpre-
tation of the famous plant, the identity of which is
at present n matter‘of dispute, known in anclent times
under the name of Silphium), in the Oversgd oner
d K. D v Selkik. Forfandl. o 5. v fi 1869,
{Ip. 21—30, has been neglected,  (Lrsted helieved
hat it was a plant allied to Narthex Asafoetida. I
the ﬁ|.i:m:s of Silphiwm on ancient enins or vases are
hmw t to the snme scale with thoze of Narthex Asa-
fectida, It will be found that the two plants agree very
exactly, The stem, the form and the position of the
Teaves and_the inflorescence aro the same, The
thizomes of the two plants are the same in form and
even mamification,  The thick stem, straight and
marked with deep longitudinal furrows, so charac-
teristic of Narthex is also seen in Silphium, and these
furrows are always very distinctly marked on the
figures on the ancient coins,  The leaves of the two
plants, especially if we take as comparizon
those figures of Silpliium on coins which are ap-
Fanm}y the best exeeuted, are very muchalike, The
orm anc size of the inflorescence are the same in hoth
plants.  The fruit is of the tre umbelliferons type,
though in the rude figures it might belang to either
Ferula or Narthex, indeed rather to the latter than the
former genus, But the gencral character and habit
of the plant forces us to consider it as coming within
the genus Narthex, (J:";‘)slal. however, considers that
it can searcely be considered identical with Narthex
Asafeetidn, both on aceonnt of the difterent shapes
of the two fruits, but especially from the well known
fact that the Asafatida furnished by the Narthex is en-
tirely different from the valuahle spice which the
ancients obtained from Silphium. e proposed the
provisional name of Narthex Silphium for the ancient
plant. At the time of writing his paper Frofessar
CLirsted was quite aware that Viviani (#ore Libyer

pecinen, 1824) had named an Algerian plant Thapsia
Silphium, which Cosson afterwards pronounced to be
aslight variety of Thapsin garganica, and that this
was loaked upon by Desfontaines as the ancient
Fhgiow 3 but with this identification he was not, like
many others who had studied the subject, at all satis-
fied. T confess, after paying a little attention to the
subjeet, that I agree with my lamented friend, though
whether hie was right in classing it as a near ally of
Nasthex Asafootida is quite another matter, &, 5.,
Lidinburgh, November 7.

Wintering Echeverias,.—licheverias which haye
served for borders, beds, or floral inseriptions during
summer, if potted to pass the winter, are liahle to rot
or to spindle up. A method of preserving them,
which occucrles practically no room whatever, and
which avoids the above-mentioned inconveniences, is
to shake out the earth from their roots when taken up
in autumn and suspend them, heels upwards or any-
how, tied in small hunches, on strings stretehed hori-
zantally, like linen hung on a line to dry, beneath the

&l‘:{.bﬁ‘? .gog greenhouse, which just keeps out the

Tlex latifolia,—On p. 501 of your last issue, 1
notice Mr, Stric]ﬂnndg g:quc:l y?‘nr information
mrccllng Tlex latifolin, Tn reply to his question—
‘! Is there not a specimen of it at Carclew ?” 1 beg to
state that we have a plant hers of L latifolin, 15 leet
high, its general appearance reminding one very much
of a plant of Magnolia_grandiflora, ‘\Ve have also a
nice specimen of Llex dipyrena some 20 feet in lieight.

_ Wasps.—The statement of M, Van IMulle, men-
tioned in the number for October 24, that He saw

Tomatos planted in a to keep off was
remludsmlhn some g:gm vluu_itspwhluh wg';

wasps last year were this year complete!
i g e  yea y
hat ths year {here ‘b&%ﬁ&wmm
7 ot e, was not there .

Long Cucumbers.—As there a
gn;:l'mlouggmhmhhhkn ' hm‘%:
judyes and societies to lay down specific rules for
Judging. The late Greorge Glenny, in his last
Almanac, ridicules the idea of length as n test,  Flis
wles for judging are, I think, good, and should be
adopted :—** Length, nine diameters ; skin, smooth ;
spines, black, the '}hi.ckcr the bem:;d colour, dark
green ; bloom, perfect; 5 3 round—equal the
mhmh-—?:p‘ia half %ﬁler for neck, and

dinmeter o remainin,
on the frait.” W, 5, G, P e OWeRs .

Reports of Societies.

Royal Horticultural : Asw. 11.—-W, A, Lindsay,
Ysq., in the chair, At this meeting the Rev. M, J.
Berkeley directed attention to several of the subjects
exhibited or brought before the Scientific Committee,

. a report of which appears elsewhere.

ScienTiFic CoyMuTeR,—A, Murray, Esq., in
the chair, The Rev. M. J. Berkeley commented on
some specimens of the fungus (Hemilein vastatrix)
now causing such ravages in the Coffee plantations of
Ceylon, and which has been figured and frequently
alluded to in our columns.

In allusion to this subject Professor Dyer read the
following—

Extract from e Leticr of Di. Thwvailes to Dr. Hovker,
i I‘cradn:ﬂi{n. Sept. 144 1824,

“ The Secretiry of the Planters’ Association in Ceylon
has sent e for perusal to.day some reports from the
eslate stlpﬂrin[r!n&nt as to the condition of the Coffee as
regands the Hemileln. 1 edn glean little news from these
reports,  They demaonsirale the fecundity of tlie worst
phase of the diseasi, so that in future the time of its
ocenrring may be predicted.  Tlowers of sulphur wonld
dotbiless be usciul if & few trees only were to b treated §
but wlien their ninber is legion, and eagh tree carries
upon it the seeds of infection to an inconceivahle extent,
a cured tree, as soon as the sulphur had been washer] off
DLy a lieavy shower, wonld beliable to contract the disease
i I have ascertnined that the flaments produeed
from a spore of the Hemileia can aml do penatrate the
stomata of the underside of the leaf from the outsiile,
This was made cvident In a specimen 1 was examining
under the microseape, and of which T mada a rongh
sketeh,  This simplifies matters very considembly, It
was difficult to und d what should determine the
outbreak of the disease in certain parls of the leaves, the
intermediate parts seeming to be quite free from it.”

Mr. Derkeley showed the seape of an Onion—
Allium rotundum—which had been partially broken
across, and which had produced small bulbs at the
injured spot [A not very unfrequent occurrence under
similar conditions in A, vineale, Ens.| The produc-
tion of bulbs was the more remarkible in that the
sgecies in question does not usually produce bulbils in
the inflorescence, ns some other species do,

Mr, Berkeley also showed roots of Apple unusually
severely affected with American blight—Eriosoma
Innigera—and nodulated in consequence. As a
remedy, Mr, Berkeley expressed his confidence in
the application of a mixture of tar and grease, such as
is used to prevent cracking of the hoofls of horses,

Mr. Webly forwarded specimens of Pears attacked
by Helminthosporium pirorum,

Professor Diyer then read the following note from
Dr. Kirkman Finlay, of San Te o, to Dr,
Hooker, on the Dehiscence of the Pod in a Species of
Swneresia,

"1 send you the pod of Swartsin grandifiorn, the
dehisconce of which presents a singular phenomenon,
which I have observed in no other Leguminosa, and that
only reeently, In a late botanical excursion [ met with a
fine bunch of the above pods in maturity. [ securcd them.
On my retum, on opentng my vasoulum, [ found several
of the pods lined with a row of secds,  This surprised
me, for the pods had not changed at all in outward
appearance, On preszsing them, however, 1 felt they
were cmm. I took the remaining pods that had re-
mained full, and hung them up to dry,  The nextmorn-
ing I found the pods exactly the same in outward shape
as when [ had hung them up, only every one bore on one
side a certain number of seeds hanging by their respective
funicles.  These sevds were ver :ﬁlms;r, covered with n
coat of unctuous mucilage, to f{ itate, no doubt, theie
exit from the pod. e latter, as 1 said, was quile
closed, and the coaptation of the sides through which
thie seeds had spra? was ruite perfect, while the monili-
form appearance was wholly preserved,”

Dr. Gilbert contributed, on the part of Mr. Lawes,
a very suggestive communication entitled—

Note on the Ocenrrente of Fungt on e variots Plols
devoted te Bxperivents Tuif% different Mannres on
FPermanent Meadoso-land, in the Park, Bothamsded,
Herts, By ¥, B, Lawer, F.R.S,, F.C. 4,

Novemder 5, 1824 —Fungi were more abundant, and
greater number of pecies was rep 1 on the
manently unmanused than on any other plot. No fungus
of more than « inch in dinmeter across the cap was found
on any plo T t (3), that
with su &) that with
superphosphate, and salts ofpnms‘&nﬂn. and magnesia,

alts for thirteen years pre-

t 6}, and thi with sup hosptinte and salts

of soda and mignesin, whﬂmlm plat 8. On plot

éiumhtl:n. urnnrnwedwhh rphosphinte and salis
of potass, i migroetia, of 7 inches

T other Wonls, thete wis no Tuxuriant growth of
fungi excepting on the utimanured plot, and an the
plots recelving mineral, without nitrogenous, manitre ;
and by far the most vigorous growth Hrass in Y fai
nings " was: on the supe phated plot, and that re-
ceiving superphosphate with salis of soda e magnests,
without potiss, i

Where ammounia salts alose, or ammonia salts and
mineral manure, or ammonia salts, mineral manure, and

arganic matter (applled

any fungus was ohserved, On plot o
sodda alone, one species, and onpplu; I,{;' :1“:11: Riz g
godi und mineral mantre, 1wo spacies, oo Bty

Tt would appear, thecefore, that the ﬁ'mgi bl
best where the development of e M
amd whern :In:] limited growih of these way 2?
defigient supply for their requireme titiogm I
of potass, or of both, E et b

Whethar the

15 eulstraw), wens

’ﬂniv l|llt‘ﬁ!r|'(‘lll obwiously nriges,
prevalence of fungi under such . conditi
manurial cnndhiok;\s themselves beingm ‘!:3
for their growth, or whether other plants, m’g
the grasses, growing so sluggishly under such
the plants of the lower order are the botter
come in the competition, and assent tinselves? gy
Intter point the further question inrises, ME
fungi prevail simply in vittoe of the absnes of
and vigorous competition, or whether to g tirerly
extent as parasites, and so at the umm&u
nlmlcrgruuml growth of ke plams in dsvociatig
them? -
According to the published analysss of vkt
from onc-faurth to one-third of their dry substanse
ol albuminoids, or nitrogenous matter. Yet, ax i Deap
of the highly nitregenous legumitious cropy, diret 5
genotd anures, such as nmonia-saits of nitms
sodiy, do not seem: to b specially favourble 1s fs
growth : but they develope and assimilite an s
amount of nitrogen, under conditions in whieh &
Graminnceny, which fourish so ramarkably nnder st
genous manring,  lioguish,  ‘The dry sibsuse §
fungi is further shown to contain fram 8 to 16 pres
of mineral matter or ish, of which about £ per ety
phozphate of potassium. Vet the p}:m:ui derciones
of the fungi was on plots on which, o fir ude
requirements of the grasses are concerncd, potss va
relintively deficient,

Me, Berkeley determined the fungi exhibitsd &
follows :—On the unmanured plot, Bolotus erythagsy
Fygrophorus pratensis, 1L coceinens, IL
Aparicus geotrupes, A, wruginosus, VWhene sup
phate of lime alone was used (plot 4) the |
were Hygrophorus coceineus and Clavana e
laris,  On the plot manured with superphoipha
mixed nika!iel:'s {[:Jlot (I_.‘;:l, Agaricus Iﬁ;ﬁ&‘t
only species found, On a n
wllijz:hpcpotuss is excluded [-p!utmflztz'rw specles v

found—i.e., Agaricus nudus w

il

incus, Where the nitrate and minerl had bee
ﬁpp]ictl (plot 16), Hygrophons ﬂhn -
Agaricus furfuracens were ‘observed ; and oa it il

{nitrate of soda alone), the only funges fend we
Hygrophorus virgineus, y ;
)I.ﬁrllg: discussion which [ollowed lmllummi
this paper, Dr, Voelcker confirmed lbnup-m:. '
Mr. Lawes to the extent that fairy rings oecur )
abundantly on poor pastures, and that oee m
extirpating them consists in the application ;

genous maEnures, m‘
g hve

Mr: Renny considered that the physical
of the soil had much influence on the W
fungh, Bank-growing ‘gmss was not nearly &1
:]lbls for the growth of fungi as old pasture of
and,

: =
Dr, Masters alluded o the fact that at pres ]
knes very little of the parasitic habits of 8 cud

fungi—an observation which ::llli:ltﬂlb° e
that very few Agarics were koown to be e B
grasses, Dr. Masters also remarked o8 V850
observed by My, Lawes, that in the memsh B
decaying organic matter, as also with am! :
Fungi were not specinliy ]‘1l'oclu¢:eﬂ—m¢;d af ':'s.
apparently antngonistic fo generally e
about fungi, and opposed to gavden practice i

the culture of Mushrooms.

The same gentleman extibited some FEEg
beautiful photographs of Stapelias .:rﬂa?‘u
taken by Dr, Bornet in the 5":10'! t
Antibes; and also laid on the table
curious variety of Callunn vu th
Jumes Salter, F.ILS,, and inwhich the
5o densely packed and so contreted
to sugpest resemblance to a
Whether this peculinrity was due oo
cattle, or to exposure to winds, of
cause not yet determined, could not
Mr, Bennett exhibited leaves b
caterpillar of a moth.
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CrrysANTHEMUS AND Fruim SH
sum of about two hun “;,_
distributed over sixty-six classes, brodicht
ful whether such a display as was ik
Wednesday last in the conservatory ot
arcade could anywhere else have- been ke e
and the members of the Council qll?i coroes )
ing unction to their sotls that thet;m
ment is meeting with its due rewit o
popularity amongst the craft. The x’

emums in pots, which occupie®
wide stage down the centre of the i here 1
teoidly the Busk that lies b g
years; while amongst the 7
merit, there were two of (he finest 8

L

it 1
apanese varieties that it has ever bee?
.‘fu“ to see, and which wl'wdwd



